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SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[TRULY AGREED TO AND FINALLY PASSED]
SENATE SUBSTITUTE FOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 2287

102ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

36228.05T 2024

AN ACT

To repeal sections 135.713, 161.670, 168.021, and 571.010, RSMo, and to enact in lieu
thereof seven new sections relating to elementary and secondary education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 135.713, 161.670, 168.021, and 571.010, RSMo, are repealed
and seven new sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 135.713, 161.670,
167.012, 167.013, 168.021, 571.010, and 1, to read as follows:

135.713. 1. Any taxpayer who makes a qualifying contribution to an educational
assistance organization after August 28, 2021, may claim a credit against the tax otherwise
due under chapter 143, other than taxes withheld under sections 143.191 to 143.265, and
chapter 153 in an amount equal to one hundred percent of the amount the taxpayer
contributed during the tax year for which the credit is claimed. No taxpayer shall claim a
credit [under] pursuant to sections 135.712 to 135.719 for any contribution made by the
taxpayer, or an agent of the taxpayer, on behalf of the taxpayer's dependent or, in the case of a
business taxpayer, on behalf of the business's agent's dependent.

2. The amount of the tax credit claimed shall not exceed fifty percent of the taxpayer's
state tax liability for the tax year for which the credit is claimed. The state treasurer shall
certify the tax credit amount to the taxpayer. A taxpayer may carry the credit forward to any
of [suehtaxpayer's| his or her four subsequent tax years. All tax credits authorized [endes]
pursuant to the program shall not be transferred, sold, or assigned, and are not refundable.

3. The cumulative amount of tax credits that may be allocated to all taxpayers
contributing to educational assistance organizations in any one calendar year shall not exceed
fifty million dollars, which amount shall be annually adjusted by the state treasurer for

EXPLANATION —  Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is
intended to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.
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inflation based on the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers for the Midwest
region, as defined and officially recorded by the United States Department of Labor or its
successor, such annual increase will cease when the amount of tax credits reach seventy-five
million dollars. The state treasurer shall establish a procedure by which, from the beginning
of the calendar year until August first, the cumulative amount of tax credits shall be allocated
on a first-come, first-served basis among all educational assistance organizations. If an
educational assistance organization fails to use all, or some percentage to be determined by
the state treasurer, of its allocated tax credits during this period, the state treasurer may
reallocate these unused tax credits to those educational assistance organizations that have
used all, or some percentage to be determined by the state treasurer, of their allocated tax
credits during this period. The state treasurer may establish more than one period and
reallocate more than once during each calendar year. The state treasurer shall establish the
procedure described in this subsection in such a manner as to ensure that taxpayers can claim
all the tax credits possible up to the cumulative amount of tax credits available for the
calendar year.

4. A taxpayer who makes a contribution to an education assistance organization shall
not designate the student who will receive a scholarship grant.

5. The provisions of sections 135.712 to 135.719 and sections 166.700 to 166.720
shall be effective in any fiscal year immediately [subsequentto] after any fiscal year in which
the amount appropriated for pupil transportation [ander] pursuant to section 163.161 equals
or exceeds forty percent of the projected amount necessary to fully fund transportation aid
funding for fiscal year 2021. If the amount appropriated for transportation [ander] pursuant
to section 163.161 in any succeeding year falls below such amount, no additional
scholarships for newly qualified students shall be awarded.

161.670. 1. Notwithstanding any other law, prior to July 1, 2007, the state board of
education shall establish the "Missouri Course Access and Virtual School Program" to serve
school-age students residing in the state. The Missouri course access and virtual school
program shall offer nonclassroom-based instruction in a virtual setting using technology,
intranet, or internet methods of communication. Any student under the age of twenty-one in
grades kindergarten through twelve who resides in this state shall be eligible to enroll in the
Missouri course access and virtual school program pursuant to subsection 3 of this section.

2. (1) For purposes of calculation and distribution of state school aid, students
enrolled in the Missouri course access and virtual school program shall be included in the
student enrollment of the school district in which the student is enrolled under the relevant
provisions of subsection 3 of this section[:—previded-that-any-sueh] for such enrollment.
Student attendance for full-time virtual program students shall only be included in any district

pupil attendance calculation under chapter 163 [and—any—charter—schoolpuptattendanee
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calenlation—under—seetion—160-415;] using current-year pupil attendance for such full-time
virtual program pupils|;-and-further-provided-that]. For the purpose of calculating average
daily attendance in full time virtual programs under this section, average daily
attendance shall be defined as the quotient or the sum of the quotients obtained by
dividing the total number of hours attended in a term by enrolled pupils between the
ages of five and twenty-one by the actual number of hours that the program was in
session in that term, and the provisions of section 162.1250 shall not apply to such
funding calculation. Such calculation shall be generated by the virtual provider and
provided to the host district for submission to the department of elementary and
secondary education. Such students may complete their instructional activities, as
defined in subsection 4 of this section, during any hour of the day and during any day of
the week. The hours attended for each enrolled pupil shall be documented by the pupil's
weekly progress in the educational program according to a process determined by the
virtual program and published annually in the virtual program's enrollment handbook
or policy. To the average daily attendance of the following school term shall be added
the full-time equivalent average daily attendance of summer school students. In the case
of a host school district enrolling one or more full-time virtual school students, such enrolling
district shall, as part of its monthly state allocation, receive no less under the state aid
calculation for such students than an amount equal to the state adequacy target multiplied by
the weighted average daily attendance of such full-time students. Students residing in
Missouri and enrolled in a full-time virtual school program operated by a public institution of
higher education in this state shall be counted for a state aid calculation by the department,
and the department shall pay, from funds dedicated to state school aid payments made under
section 163.031, to such institution an amount equal to the state adequacy target multiplied by
the weighted average daily attendance of such full-time students.

(2) The Missouri course access and virtual school program shall report to the district
of residence the following information about each student served by the Missouri course
access and virtual school program: name, address, eligibility for free or reduced-price lunch,
limited English proficiency status, special education needs, and the number of courses in
which the student is enrolled. The Missouri course access and virtual school program shall
promptly notify the resident district when a student discontinues enrollment. A "full-time
equivalent student" is a student who is enrolled in the instructional equivalent of six credits
per regular term. Each Missouri course access and virtual school program course shall count
as one class and shall generate that portion of a full-time equivalent that a comparable course
offered by the school district would generate.

(3) Pursuant to an education services plan and collaborative agreement under
subsection 3 of this section, full-time equivalent students may be allowed to use a physical
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location of the resident school district for all or some portion of ongoing instructional activity,
and the enrollment plan shall provide for reimbursement of costs of the resident district for
providing such access pursuant to rules promulgated under this section by the department.

(4) In no case shall more than the full-time equivalency of a regular term of
attendance for a single student be used to claim state aid. Full-time equivalent student credit
completed shall be reported to the department of elementary and secondary education in the
manner prescribed by the department. Nothing in this section shall prohibit students from
enrolling in additional courses under a separate agreement that includes terms for paying
tuition or course fees.

(5) A full-time virtual school program serving full-time equivalent students shall be
considered an attendance center in the host school district and shall participate in the
statewide assessment system as defined in section 160.518. The academic performance of
students enrolled in a full-time virtual school program shall be assigned to the designated
attendance center of the full-time virtual school program and shall be considered in like
manner to other attendance centers. The academic performance of any student who disenrolls
from a full-time virtual school program and enrolls in a public school or charter school shall
not be used in determining the annual performance report score of the attendance center or
school district in which the student enrolls for twelve months from the date of enrollment.

(6) For the purposes of this section, a public institution of higher education operating
a full-time virtual school program shall be subject to all requirements applicable to a host
school district with respect to its full-time equivalent students.

3. (1) A student who resides in this state may enroll in Missouri course access and
virtual school program courses of his or her choice as a part of the student's annual course
load each school year, with any costs associated with such course or courses to be paid by the
school district or charter school if:

(a) The student is enrolled full-time in a public school, including any charter school;
and

(b) Prior to enrolling in any Missouri course access and virtual school program
course, a student has received approval from his or her school district or charter school
through the procedure described under subdivision (2) of this subsection.

(2) Each school district or charter school shall adopt a policy that delineates the
process by which a student may enroll in courses provided by the Missouri course access and
virtual school program that is substantially similar to the typical process by which a district
student would enroll in courses offered by the school district and a charter school student
would enroll in courses offered by the charter school. The policy may include consultation
with the school's counselor and may include parental notification or authorization. The policy
shall ensure that available opportunities for in-person instruction are considered prior to
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moving a student to virtual courses. The policy shall allow for continuous enrollment
throughout the school year. If the school district or charter school disapproves a student's
request to enroll in a course or courses provided by the Missouri course access and virtual
school program, the reason shall be provided in writing and it shall be for good cause. Good
cause justification to disapprove a student's request for enrollment in a course shall be a
determination that doing so is not in the best educational interest of the student, and shall be
consistent with the determination that would be made for such course request under the
process by which a district student would enroll in a similar course offered by the school
district and a charter school student would enroll in a similar course offered by the charter
school, except that the determination may consider the suitability of virtual courses for the
student based on prior participation in virtual courses by the student. Appeals of any course
denials under this subsection shall be considered under a policy that is substantially similar to
the typical process by which appeals would be considered for a student seeking to enroll in
courses offered by the school district and a charter school student seeking to enroll in courses
offered by the charter school.

(3) For students enrolled in any Missouri course access and virtual school program
course in which costs associated with such course are to be paid by the school district or
charter school as described under this subdivision, the school district or charter school shall
pay the content provider directly on a pro rata monthly basis based on a student's completion
of assignments and assessments. If a student discontinues enrollment, the district or charter
school may stop making monthly payments to the content provider. No school district or
charter school shall pay, for any one course for a student, more than the market necessary
costs but in no case shall pay more than fourteen percent of the state adequacy target, as
defined under section 163.011, as calculated at the end of the most recent school year for any
single, year-long course and no more than seven percent of the state adequacy target as
described above for any single semester equivalent course.

(4) [Fe andents—enroting—in—a—ful-time—virtus

(a) A student who lives in this state may enroll in a virtual program of their choice as

provided in this subdivision, and the provisions of subdivisions 1 to 3 of this subsection
shall not apply to such enrollment in a full-time virtual program. Each host school
district operating a full-time virtual program under this section shall adopt, operate and
implement [the-state] an enrollment policy[;-subjeet-te] as specified by the provisions of this
subdivision. [Fhe-pelieyshal:

a—Require—the—goodfaith-colaberatien—of] The student, the student's parent or
guardian if the student is not considered homeless, the virtual program, the host district, and
the resident district[:] shall collaborate in good faith to implement the enrollment policy
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regarding the student's enrollment, and the resident school district and the host school
district may mutually agree that the resident district shall offer or continue to offer
services for the student under an agreement that includes financial terms for
reimbursement by the host school district for the necessary costs of the resident
school district providing such services. An enrollment policy specified under this
subsection shall:

a. Require a student's parent or guardian, if the student is not considered
homeless, to apply for enrollment in a full-time virtual program directly with the virtual
program;

[)] b. Specify timelines for timely participation by the virtual program, the host
district, and resident district; provided that the resident district shall provide any relevant
information and input on the enrollment within ten business days of notice from the virtual
program of the enrollment application;

[€e)] c. Include a survey of the reasons for the student's and parent's interests in
participating in the virtual program;

[€] d. Include consideration of available opportunities for in-person instruction
prior to enrolling a student in a virtual program;

[€e)] e. Evaluate requests for enrollment based on meeting the needs for a student to
be successful considering all relevant factors;

[5] f. Ensure that, for any enrolling student with a covered disability, an
individualized education [services—plan—and-eoHaberative—agreement—+s| program and a
related services agreement, in cases where such agreement is needed, are created to
provide all services required to ensure a free and appropriate public education, including
financial terms for reimbursement by the host district for the necessary costs of any virtual
program, school district, or public or private entity providing all or a portion of such services;

[€2)] g. Require the virtual program to determine whether an enrolling student will be
admitted, based on the enrollment policy, in consideration of all relevant factors and provide
the basis for its determination and any service plan for the student, in writing, to the student,
the student's parent or guardian, the host district, and the resident district; and

[D] h. Provide a process for reviewing appeals of decisions made under this
subdivision[;and].

[6)Require] (b) The department [te] shall publish an annual report based on the
enrollments and enrollment surveys conducted under this subdivision that provides data at the
statewide and district levels of sufficient detail to allow analysis of trends regarding the
reasons for participation in the virtual program at the statewide and district levels; provided
that no such survey results will be published in a manner that reveals individual student
information. The department shall also include, in the annual report, data at the statewide and
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district levels of sufficient detail to allow detection and analysis of the racial, ethnic, and
socio-economic balance of virtual program participation among schools and districts at the
statewide and district levels, provided that no such survey results will be published in a
manner that reveals individual student information.

(5) In the case of a student who is a candidate for A+ tuition reimbursement and
taking a virtual course under this section, the school shall attribute no less than ninety-five
percent attendance to any such student who has completed such virtual course.

(6) The Missouri course access and virtual school program shall ensure that
individual learning plans designed by certified teachers and professional staff are developed
for all students enrolled in more than two full-time course access program courses or a full-
time virtual school.

(7) Virtual school programs shall monitor individual student success and engagement
of students enrolled in their program[;] and, for students enrolled in virtual courses on a
part-time basis, the virtual school program shall provide regular student progress reports
for each student at least four times per school year to the school district or charter school,
provide the host school district and the resident school district ongoing access to academic
and other relevant information on student success and engagement, and shall terminate or
alter the course offering if it is found the course [erful-time-virtual-sehool] is not meeting the
educational needs of the students enrolled in the course.

(8) The department of elementary and secondary education shall monitor the
aggregate performance of providers and make such information available to the public under
subsection 11 of this section.

(9) Pursuant to rules to be promulgated by the department of elementary and
secondary education, when a student transfers into a school district or charter school, credits
previously gained through successful passage of approved courses under the Missouri course
access and virtual school program shall be accepted by the school district or charter school.

(10) Pursuant to rules to be promulgated by the department of elementary and
secondary education, if a student transfers into a school district or charter school while
enrolled in a Missouri course access and virtual school program course or full-time virtual
school, the student shall continue to be enrolled in such course or school.

(11) Nothing in this section shall prohibit home school students, private school
students, or students wishing to take additional courses beyond their regular course load from
enrolling in Missouri course access and virtual school program courses under an agreement
that includes terms for paying tuition or course fees.

(12) Nothing in this subsection shall require any school district, charter school, virtual
program, or the state to provide computers, equipment, or internet access to any student
unless required under the education services plan created for an eligible student under
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subdivision (4) of this subsection or for an eligible student with a disability to comply with
federal law. An education services plan may require an eligible student to have access to
school facilities of the resident school district during regular school hours for participation
and instructional activities of a virtual program under this section, and the education services
plan shall provide for reimbursement of the resident school district for such access pursuant to
rules adopted by the department under this section.

(13) The authorization process shall provide for continuous monitoring of approved
providers and courses. The department shall revoke or suspend or take other corrective action
regarding the authorization of any course or provider no longer meeting the requirements of
the program. Unless immediate action is necessary, prior to revocation or suspension, the
department shall notify the provider and give the provider a reasonable time period to take
corrective action to avoid revocation or suspension. The process shall provide for periodic
renewal of authorization no less frequently than once every three years.

(14) Courses approved as of August 28, 2018, by the department to participate in the
Missouri virtual instruction program shall be automatically approved to participate in the
Missouri course access and virtual school program, but shall be subject to periodic renewal.

(15) Any online course or virtual program offered by a school district or charter
school, including those offered prior to August 28, 2018, which meets the requirements of
section 162.1250 shall be automatically approved to participate in the Missouri course access
and virtual school program. Such course or program shall be subject to periodic renewal. A
school district or charter school offering such a course or virtual school program shall be
deemed an approved provider.

(16) A host district may contract with a provider to perform any required
services involved with delivering a full-time virtual education.

4. (1) As used in this subsection, the term "instructional activities" means classroom-
based or nonclassroom-based activities that a student shall be expected to complete,
participate in, or attend during any given school day, such as:

(a) Online logins to curricula or programs;

(b) Offline activities;

(c) Completed assignments within a particular program, curriculum, or class;

(d) Testing;

(e) Face-to-face communications or meetings with school staff;

(f) Telephone or video conferences with school staff;

(g) School-sanctioned field trips; or

(h) Orientation.
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(2) A full-time virtual school shall submit a notification to the parent or guardian of
any student who is not consistently engaged in instructional activities and shall provide
regular student progress reports for each student at least four times per school year.

(3) Each full-time virtual school shall develop, adopt, and post on the school's website
a policy setting forth the consequences for a student who fails to complete the required
instructional activities. Such policy shall state, at a minimum, that if a student fails to
complete the instructional activities after receiving a notification under subdivision (2) of this
subsection, and after reasonable intervention strategies have been implemented, that the
student shall be subject to certain consequences which may include disenrollment from the
school. Prior to any disenrollment, the parent or guardian shall have the opportunity to
present any information that the parent deems relevant, and such information shall be
considered prior to any final decision.

(4) If a full-time virtual school disenrolls a student under subdivision (3) of this
subsection, the school shall immediately provide written notification to such student's school
district of residence. The student's school district of residence shall then provide to the
parents or guardian of the student a written list of available educational options and promptly
enroll the student in the selected option. Any student disenrolled from a full-time virtual
school shall be prohibited from reenrolling in the same virtual school for the remainder of the
school year.

5. School districts or charter schools shall inform parents of their child's right to
participate in the program. Availability of the program shall be made clear in the parent
handbook, registration documents, and featured on the home page of the school district or
charter school's website.

6. The department shall:

(1) Establish an authorization process for course or full-time virtual school providers
that includes multiple opportunities for submission each year;

(2) Pursuant to the time line established by the department, authorize course or full-
time virtual school providers that:

(a) Submit all necessary information pursuant to the requirements of the process; and

(b) Meet the criteria described in subdivision (3) of this subsection;

(3) Review, pursuant to the authorization process, proposals from providers to
provide a comprehensive, full-time equivalent course of study for students through the
Missouri course access and virtual school program. The department shall ensure that these
comprehensive courses of study align to state academic standards and that there is
consistency and compatibility in the curriculum used by all providers from one grade level to
the next grade level;
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(4) Within thirty days of any denial, provide a written explanation to any course or
full-time virtual school providers that are denied authorization;

(5) Allow a course or full-time virtual school provider denied authorization to reapply
at any point in the future.

7. The department shall publish the process established under this section, including
any deadlines and any guidelines applicable to the submission and authorization process for
course or full-time virtual school providers on its website.

8. If the department determines that there are insufficient funds available for
evaluating and authorizing course or full-time virtual school providers, the department may
charge applicant course or full-time virtual school providers a fee up to, but no greater than,
the amount of the costs in order to ensure that evaluation occurs. The department shall
establish and publish a fee schedule for purposes of this subsection.

9. Except as specified in this section and as may be specified by rule of the state board
of education, the Missouri course access and virtual school program shall comply with all
state laws and regulations applicable to school districts, including but not limited to the
Missouri school improvement program (MSIP), annual performance report (APR), teacher
certification, curriculum standards, audit requirements under chapter 165, access to public
records under chapter 610, and school accountability report cards under section 160.522.
Teachers and administrators employed by a virtual provider shall be considered to be
employed in a public school for all certification purposes under chapter 168.

10. The department shall submit and publicly publish an annual report on the
Missouri course access and virtual school program and the participation of entities to the
governor, the chair and ranking member of the senate education committee, and the chair and
ranking member of the house of representatives elementary and secondary education
committee. The report shall at a minimum include the following information:

(1) The annual number of unique students participating in courses authorized under
this section and the total number of courses in which students are enrolled in;

(2) The number of authorized providers;

(3) The number of authorized courses and the number of students enrolled in each
course;

(4) The number of courses available by subject and grade level,

(5) The number of students enrolled in courses broken down by subject and grade
level,

(6) Student outcome data, including completion rates, student learning gains, student
performance on state or nationally accepted assessments, by subject and grade level per
provider. This outcome data shall be published in a manner that protects student privacy;

(7) The costs per course;
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(8) Evaluation of in-school course availability compared to course access availability
to ensure gaps in course access are being addressed statewide.

11. (1) The department shall be responsible for creating the Missouri course access
and virtual school program catalog providing a listing of all courses authorized and available
to students in the state, detailed information, including costs per course, about the courses to
inform student enrollment decisions, and the ability for students to submit their course

enrollments.
(2) On or before January 1, 2023, the department shall publish on its website, and
distribute to all school districts and charter schools in this state, a guidance document that

details the options for virtual course access and full-time virtual course access for all students
in the state. The guidance document shall include a complete and readily understood
description of the applicable enrollment processes including the opportunity for students to
enroll and the roles and responsibilities of the student, parent, virtual provider, school district
or districts, and charter schools, as appropriate. The guidance document shall be distributed
in written and electronic form to all school districts, charter schools, and virtual providers.
School districts and charter schools shall provide a copy of the guidance document to every
pupil and parent or legal guardian of every pupil enrolled in the district or charter school at
the beginning of each school year and upon enrollment for every pupil enrolling at a different
time of the school year. School districts and charter schools shall provide a readily viewable
link to the electronic version of the guidance document on the main page of the district's or
charter school's website.

12. The state board of education through the rulemaking process and the department
of elementary and secondary education in its policies and procedures shall ensure that
multiple content providers and learning management systems are allowed, ensure digital
content conforms to accessibility requirements, provide an easily accessible link for providers
to submit courses or full-time virtual schools on the Missouri course access and virtual school
program website, and allow any person, organization, or entity to submit courses or full-time
virtual schools for approval. No content provider shall be allowed that is unwilling to accept
payments in the amount and manner as described under subdivision (3) of subsection 3 of this
section or does not meet performance or quality standards adopted by the state board of
education.

13. Any rule or portion of a rule, as that term is defined in section 536.010, that is
created under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if it complies
with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536 and, if applicable, section 536.028.
This section and chapter 536 are nonseverable and if any of the powers vested with the
general assembly pursuant to chapter 536 to review, to delay the effective date, or to
disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of
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rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2006, shall be invalid
and void.

167.012. 1. For purposes of state law regarding this section and sections 161.670,
162.996, 167.013, 167.031, 167.042, 167.061, 167.600, 167.619, 210.167, 210.211, 211.031,
and 452.375, a "home school" is a school, whether incorporated or unincorporated,
that:

(1) Has as its primary purpose the provision of private or religious-based
instruction;

(2) Enrolls children between the ages of seven years and the compulsory
attendance age for the school district in which the home school is located, of which no
more than four are unrelated by affinity or consanguinity in the third degree;

(3) Does not charge or receive consideration in the form of tuition, fees, or other
remuneration in a genuine and fair exchange for provision of instruction;

(4) Does not enroll children who participate in the program established in
sections 135.712 to 135.719 and sections 166.700 to 166.720; and

(5) Is not an FPE school.

2. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, as evidence that a child is
receiving regular instruction, the child's parent, guardian, or other person having
control or custody of the child shall:

(1) Maintain the following records:

(a) a. A plan book, diary, or other written record indicating subjects taught and
activities engaged in;

b. A portfolio of samples of the child's academic work; and

c. A record of evaluations of the child's academic progress; or

(b) Other written or credible evidence equivalent to subparagraphs a. to c. of
paragraph (a) of this subdivision; and

(2) Offer at least one thousand hours of instruction, at least six hundred hours of
which shall be in reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, or
academic courses that are related to such subject areas and consonant with the child's
age and ability. At least four hundred of the six hundred hours shall occur at the
regular home school location;

(3) The requirements of this subsection shall not apply to any pupil sixteen years
of age or older.

3. The production of a daily log by a parent, guardian, or other person having
control or custody of a child showing that a home school has a course of instruction that
satisfies the requirements of this section and section 167.031 or, in the case of a pupil
sixteen years of age or older who attended a metropolitan school district the previous
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year, a written statement that the pupil is attending home school in compliance with
section 167.031 shall be a defense to any prosecution under section 167.031 and to any
charge or action for educational neglect brought under chapter 210. Home school
education enforcement and records pursuant to this section, and sections 210.167 and
211.031, shall be subject to review only by the local prosecuting attorney.

167.013. 1. For purposes of state law regarding this section and sections 161.670,
162.996, 166.700, 167.012, 167.031, 167.061, 167.600, 167.619, 210.167, 210.211, 211.031,
and 452.375, a "Family Paced Education (FPE) school" or "FPE school" is a school,
whether incorporated or unincorporated, that:

(1) Has as its primary purpose the provision of private or religious-based
instruction;

(2) Enrolls children between the ages of seven years and the compulsory
attendance age for the school district in which the FPE school is located, of which no
more than four are unrelated by affinity or consanguinity in the third degree;

(3) Does not charge or receive consideration in the form of tuition, fees, or other
remuneration in a genuine and fair exchange for provision of instruction; and

(4) May enroll children who participate in the program established in sections
135.712 to 135.719 and sections 166.700 to 166.720.

2. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, as evidence that a child is
receiving regular instruction, the child's parent, guardian, or other person having
control or custody of the child shall:

(1) Maintain the following records:

(a) a. A plan book, diary, or other written record indicating subjects taught and
activities engaged in;

b. A portfolio of samples of the child's academic work; and

c. A record of evaluations of the child's academic progress; or

(b) Other written or credible evidence equivalent to subparagraphs a. to c. of
paragraph (a) of this subdivision; and

(2) Offer at least one thousand hours of instruction, at least six hundred hours of
which shall be in reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, or
academic courses that are related to such subject areas and consonant with the child's
age and ability. At least four hundred of the six hundred hours shall occur at the
regular FPE school location;

(3) The requirements of this subsection shall not apply to any pupil sixteen years
of age or older.

3. The production of a daily log by a parent, guardian, or other person having
control or custody of a child showing that a FPE school has a course of instruction that
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satisfies the requirements of this section and section 167.031 or, in the case of a pupil
sixteen years of age or older who attended a metropolitan school district the previous
year, a written statement that the pupil is attending a FPE school in compliance with
section 167.031 shall be a defense to any prosecution under section 167.031 and to any
charge or action for educational neglect brought under chapter 210. FPE school
education enforcement and records pursuant to this section, and sections 210.167 and
211.031, shall be subject to review only by the local prosecuting attorney.

168.021. 1. Certificates of license to teach in the public schools of the state shall be
granted as follows:

(1) By the state board, under rules and regulations prescribed by it:

(a) Upon the basis of college credit;

(b) Upon the basis of examination;

(2) By the state board, under rules and regulations prescribed by the state board with
advice from the advisory council established by section 168.015 to any individual who
presents to the state board a valid doctoral degree from an accredited institution of higher
education accredited by a regional accrediting association such as North Central Association.
Such certificate shall be limited to the major area of postgraduate study of the holder, shall be
issued only after successful completion of the examination required for graduation pursuant
to rules adopted by the state board of education, and shall be restricted to those certificates
established pursuant to subdivision (2) of subsection 3 of this section;

(3) By the state board, which shall issue the professional certificate classification in
both the general and specialized areas most closely aligned with the current areas of
certification approved by the state board, commensurate with the years of teaching experience
of the applicant, and based upon the following criteria:

(a) a. Recommendation of a state-approved baccalaureate-level teacher preparation
program;

b. The department of elementary and secondary education shall develop and
maintain an eighteen hour (one thousand eighty minutes) online teacher preparation
program related to subjects appropriate for elementary and secondary education
settings. Any charitable organization registered in Missouri that is exempt from federal
taxation under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, may submit a teacher
preparation program to the department of elementary and secondary education for
approval. Once approved, the charitable organization shall be certified to develop and
maintain a teacher preparedness program. Approved teacher preparedness programs
created by a charitable organization shall be made available by the department of
elementary and secondary education. An individual with a bachelor's degree may
complete an eighteen hour online training program, either created by the department or
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by a charitable organization, and receive a teacher certificate. Such certificate shall not
be accepted by Missouri public schools, and non-public schools shall not be required to
accept the certificate;

(b) a. Successful attainment of the Missouri qualifying score on the exit assessment
for teachers or administrators designated by the state board of education;

b. (i) Applicants who have not successfully achieved a qualifying score on the
designated examinations will be issued a two-year nonrenewable provisional certificate;

(i) During the two-year nonrenewable provisional certification, an individual teacher
may gain full professional certification by:

1. Achieving a qualifying score on the designated exam; or

il.  Successfully achieving an acceptable score on the state-approved teacher
evaluation system from seven walk-through evaluations, two formative evaluations, and one
summative evaluation for each of the two probationary years and being offered a third
contract by the employing district. For any applicant who has a change in job status because
of a reduction in the workforce or a change in life circumstances, the scores required under
this item may be scores achieved in any school district during the two-year nonrenewable
provisional certification period; and

(iii) The employing school district shall recommend to the department of elementary
and secondary education that the individual teacher be awarded a full professional
certification by the state board under rules prescribed by the state board; and

(c) Upon completion of a background check as prescribed in section 168.133 and
possession of a valid teaching certificate in the state from which the applicant's teacher
preparation program was completed;

(4) By the state board, under rules prescribed by it, on the basis of a relevant
bachelor's degree, or higher degree, and a passing score for the designated exit examination,
for individuals whose academic degree and professional experience are suitable to provide a
basis for instruction solely in the subject matter of banking or financial responsibility, at the
discretion of the state board. Such certificate shall be limited to the major area of study of the
holder and shall be restricted to those certificates established under subdivision (2) of
subsection 3 of this section. Holders of certificates granted under this subdivision shall be
exempt from the teacher tenure act under sections 168.102 to 168.130 and each school district
shall have the decision-making authority on whether to hire the holders of such certificates;

(5) By the state board, under rules and regulations prescribed by it, on the basis of
certification by the American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence (ABCTE) and
verification of ability to work with children as demonstrated by sixty contact hours in any one
of the following areas as validated by the school principal: sixty contact hours in the
classroom, of which at least forty-five must be teaching; sixty contact hours as a substitute
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teacher, with at least thirty consecutive hours in the same classroom; sixty contact hours of
teaching in a private school; or sixty contact hours of teaching as a paraprofessional, for an
initial four-year ABCTE certificate of license to teach, except that such certificate shall not be
granted for the areas of early childhood education, or special education. For certification in
the area of elementary education, ninety contact hours in the classroom shall be required, of
which at least thirty shall be in an elementary classroom. Upon the completion of the
following requirements, an applicant shall be eligible to apply for a career continuous
professional certificate under subdivision (3) of subsection 3 of this section:

(a) Completion of thirty contact hours of professional development within four years,
which may include hours spent in class in an appropriate college curriculum,;

(b) Validated completion of two years of the mentoring program of the American
Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence or a district mentoring program approved by
the state board of education;

(c) Attainment of a successful performance-based teacher evaluation; and

(d) Participation in a beginning teacher assistance program; or

(6) (a) By the state board, under rules and regulations prescribed by the board, which
shall issue an initial visiting scholars certificate at the discretion of the board, based on the
following criteria:

a. Verification from the hiring school district that the applicant will be employed as
part of a business-education partnership initiative designed to build career pathways systems
or employed as part of an initiative designed to fill vacant positions in hard-to-staff public
schools or hard-to-fill subject areas for students in a grade or grades not lower than the ninth
grade for which the applicant's academic degree or professional experience qualifies the
applicant;

b. Appropriate and relevant bachelor's degree or higher, occupational license, or
industry-recognized credential,

c. Completion of the application for a one-year visiting scholars certificate; and

d. Completion of a background check as prescribed under section 168.133.

(b) The initial visiting scholars certificate shall certify the holder of such certificate to
teach for one year. An applicant shall be eligible to renew an initial visiting scholars
certificate a maximum of two times, based upon the completion of the requirements listed
under subparagraphs a., b., and d. of paragraph (a) of this subdivision; completion of
professional development required by the school district and school; and attainment of a
satisfactory performance-based teacher evaluation.

2. All valid teaching certificates issued pursuant to law or state board policies and
regulations prior to September 1, 1988, shall be exempt from the professional development
requirements of this section and shall continue in effect until they expire, are revoked or
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suspended, as provided by law. When such certificates are required to be renewed, the state
board or its designee shall grant to each holder of such a certificate the certificate most nearly
equivalent to the one so held. Anyone who holds, as of August 28, 2003, a valid PC-I, PC-II,
or continuous professional certificate shall, upon expiration of such person's current
certificate, be issued the appropriate level of certificate based upon the classification system
established pursuant to subsection 3 of this section.

3. (1) Certificates of license to teach in the public schools of the state shall be based
upon minimum requirements prescribed by the state board of education which shall include
completion of a background check as prescribed in section 168.133. The state board shall
provide for the following levels of professional certification: an initial professional certificate
and a career continuous professional certificate.

(2) The initial professional certificate shall be issued upon completion of
requirements established by the state board of education and shall be valid based upon
verification of actual teaching within a specified time period established by the state board of
education. The state board shall require holders of the four-year initial professional certificate
to:

(a) Participate in a mentoring program approved and provided by the district for a
minimum of two years;

(b) Complete thirty contact hours of professional development, which may include
hours spent in class in an appropriate college curriculum, or for holders of a certificate under
subdivision (4) of subsection 1 of this section, an amount of professional development in
proportion to the certificate holder's hours in the classroom, if the certificate holder is
employed less than full time; and

(c) Participate in a beginning teacher assistance program.

(3) (a) The career continuous professional certificate shall be issued upon
verification of completion of four years of teaching under the initial professional certificate
and upon verification of the completion of the requirements articulated in paragraphs (a) to
(c) of subdivision (2) of this subsection or paragraphs (a) to (d) of subdivision (5) of
subsection 1 of this section.

(b) The career continuous professional certificate shall be continuous based upon
verification of actual employment in an educational position as provided for in state board
guidelines and completion of fifteen contact hours of professional development per year
which may include hours spent in class in an appropriate college curriculum. Should the
possessor of a valid career continuous professional certificate fail, in any given year, to meet
the fifteen-hour professional development requirement, the possessor may, within two years,
make up the missing hours. In order to make up for missing hours, the possessor shall first
complete the fifteen-hour requirement for the current year and then may count hours in excess



SS HB 2287 18

142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178

of the current year requirement as make-up hours. Should the possessor fail to make up the
missing hours within two years, the certificate shall become inactive. In order to reactivate
the certificate, the possessor shall complete twenty-four contact hours of professional
development which may include hours spent in the classroom in an appropriate college
curriculum within the six months prior to or after reactivating the possessor's certificate. The
requirements of this paragraph shall be monitored and verified by the local school district
which employs the holder of the career continuous professional certificate.

(c) A holder of a career continuous professional certificate shall be exempt from the
professional development contact hour requirements of paragraph (b) of this subdivision if
such teacher has a local professional development plan in place within such teacher's school
district and meets two of the three following criteria:

a. Has ten years of teaching experience as defined by the state board of education;

b. Possesses a master's degree; or

c. Obtains a rigorous national certification as approved by the state board of
education.

4. Policies and procedures shall be established by which a teacher who was not
retained due to a reduction in force may retain the current level of certification. There shall
also be established policies and procedures allowing a teacher who has not been employed in
an educational position for three years or more to reactivate the teacher's last level of
certification by completing twenty-four contact hours of professional development which
may include hours spent in the classroom in an appropriate college curriculum within the six
months prior to or after reactivating the teacher's certificate.

5. The state board shall, upon completion of a background check as prescribed in
section 168.133, issue a professional certificate classification in the areas most closely
aligned with an applicant's current areas of certification, commensurate with the years of
teaching experience of the applicant, to any person who is hired to teach in a public school in
this state and who possesses a valid teaching certificate from another state or certification
under subdivision (4) of subsection 1 of this section, provided that the certificate holder shall
annually complete the state board's requirements for such level of certification, and shall
establish policies by which residents of states other than the state of Missouri may be assessed
a fee for a certificate of license to teach in the public schools of Missouri. Such fee shall be in
an amount sufficient to recover any or all costs associated with the issuing of a certificate of
license to teach. The board shall promulgate rules to authorize the issuance of a provisional
certificate of license, which shall be valid for three years and shall allow the holder to assume
classroom duties pending the completion of a criminal background check under section
168.133, for any applicant who:

(1) Is the spouse of a member of the Armed Forces stationed in Missouri,
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(2) Relocated from another state within one year of the date of application;

(3) Underwent a criminal background check in order to be issued a teaching
certificate of license from another state; and

(4) Otherwise qualifies under this section.

6. The state board may assess to holders of an initial professional certificate a fee, to
be deposited into the excellence in education fund established pursuant to section 160.268, for
the issuance of the career continuous professional certificate. However, such fee shall not
exceed the combined costs of issuance and any criminal background check required as a
condition of issuance. Applicants for the initial ABCTE certificate shall be responsible for
any fees associated with the program leading to the issuance of the certificate, but nothing in
this section shall prohibit a district from developing a policy that permits fee reimbursement.

7. Any member of the public school retirement system of Missouri who entered
covered employment with ten or more years of educational experience in another state or
states and held a certificate issued by another state and subsequently worked in a school
district covered by the public school retirement system of Missouri for ten or more years who
later became certificated in Missouri shall have that certificate dated back to the member's
original date of employment in a Missouri public school.

8. Within thirty days of receiving an application from a spouse of an active duty
member of the Armed Forces of the United States who has been transferred or is scheduled to
be transferred to the state of Missouri, or who has been transferred or is scheduled to be
transferred to an adjacent state and is or will be domiciled in the state of Missouri, or has
moved to the state of Missouri on a permanent change-of-station basis and has successfully
completed the background check described under subsection 5 of this section and section
168.133, the state board shall issue to such applicant a full certificate of license to teach,
provided that the applicant has paid all necessary fees and has otherwise met all requirements
to be issued such a certificate.

571.010. As used in this chapter, the following terms shall mean:

(1) "Antique, curio or relic firearm", any firearm so defined by the National Gun
Control Act, 18 U.S.C. Title 26, Section 5845, and the United States Treasury/Bureau of
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms, 27 CFR Section 178.11:

(a) "Antique firearm" is any firearm not designed or redesigned for using rim fire or
conventional center fire ignition with fixed ammunition and manufactured in or before 1898,
said ammunition not being manufactured any longer; this includes any matchlock, wheel
lock, flintlock, percussion cap or similar type ignition system, or replica thereof;

(b) "Curio or relic firearm" is any firearm deriving value as a collectible weapon due
to its unique design, ignition system, operation or at least fifty years old, associated with a
historical event, renown personage or major war;
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(2) "Blackjack", any instrument that is designed or adapted for the purpose of
stunning or inflicting physical injury by striking a person, and which is readily capable of
lethal use;

(3) "Blasting agent", any material or mixture, consisting of fuel and oxidizer that is
intended for blasting, but not otherwise defined as an explosive under this section, provided
that the finished product, as mixed for use of shipment, cannot be detonated by means of a
numbered 8 test blasting cap when unconfined;

(4) "Concealable firearm", any firearm with a barrel less than sixteen inches in length,
measured from the face of the bolt or standing breech;

(5) "Deface", to alter or destroy the manufacturer's or importer's serial number or any
other distinguishing number or identification mark;

(6) "Detonator", any device containing a detonating charge that is used for initiating
detonation in an explosive, including but not limited to, electric blasting caps of instantaneous
and delay types, nonelectric blasting caps for use with safety fuse or shock tube and
detonating cord delay connectors;

(7) "Explosive weapon", any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas bomb or similar
device designed or adapted for the purpose of inflicting death, serious physical injury, or
substantial property damage; or any device designed or adapted for delivering or shooting
such a weapon. For the purposes of this subdivision, the term "explosive" shall mean any
chemical compound mixture or device, the primary or common purpose of which is to
function by explosion, including but not limited to, dynamite and other high explosives, pellet
powder, initiating explosives, detonators, safety fuses, squibs, detonating cords, igniter cords,
and igniters or blasting agents;

(8) "Firearm", any weapon that is designed or adapted to expel a projectile by the
action of an explosive;

(9) "Firearm silencer", any instrument, attachment, or appliance that is designed or
adapted to muffle the noise made by the firing of any firearm;

(10) "Gas gun", any gas ejection device, weapon, cartridge, container or contrivance
other than a gas bomb that is designed or adapted for the purpose of ejecting any poison gas
that will cause death or serious physical injury, but not any device that ejects a repellant or
temporary incapacitating substance;

(11) "Intoxicated", substantially impaired mental or physical capacity resulting from
introduction of any substance into the body;

(12) "Knife", any dagger, dirk, stiletto, or bladed hand instrument that is readily
capable of inflicting serious physical injury or death by cutting or stabbing a person. For
purposes of this chapter, "knife" does not include any ordinary pocketknife with no blade
more than four inches in length;
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(13) "Knuckles", any instrument that consists of finger rings or guards made of a hard
substance that is designed or adapted for the purpose of inflicting serious physical injury or
death by striking a person with a fist enclosed in the knuckles;

(14) "Machine gun", any firearm that is capable of firing more than one shot
automatically, without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger;

(15) "Projectile weapon", any bow, crossbow, pellet gun, slingshot or other weapon
that is not a firearm, which is capable of expelling a projectile that could inflict serious
physical injury or death by striking or piercing a person;

(16) "Rifle", any firearm designed or adapted to be fired from the shoulder and to use
the energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire a projectile through a rifled
bore by a single function of the trigger;

(17) "School", any charter school, as such term is defined in section 160.400, any
private school, as such term is defined in section 166.700, or any public school, as such
term is defined in section 160.011;

(18) "Short barrel", a barrel length of less than sixteen inches for a rifle and eighteen
inches for a shotgun, both measured from the face of the bolt or standing breech, or an overall
rifle or shotgun length of less than twenty-six inches;

[683] (19) "Shotgun", any firearm designed or adapted to be fired from the shoulder
and to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire a number of shot or a
single projectile through a smooth bore barrel by a single function of the trigger;

[39] (20) "Spring gun", any fused, timed or nonmanually controlled trap or device
designed or adapted to set off an explosion for the purpose of inflicting serious physical injury
or death;

[26)] (21) "Switchblade knife", any knife which has a blade that folds or closes into
the handle or sheath, and:

(a) That opens automatically by pressure applied to a button or other device located
on the handle; or

(b) That opens or releases from the handle or sheath by the force of gravity or by the
application of centrifugal force.

Section 1. Any provision of state law that requires a school district to conduct an
election of the voters of the school district in order to adopt a four-day school week shall
not apply to any school district that had a four-day school week in the 2023-24 school
year and that contains all of a city with more than two thousand one hundred fifty but
fewer than two thousand four hundred inhabitants and is located in a county with more
than nineteen thousand but fewer than twenty-two thousand inhabitants and with a
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7 county seat with more than two thousand two hundred twenty but fewer than two
8 thousand five hundred inhabitants.
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