
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 1706
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/25/2024
COMMITTEE:

Crime Prevention and Public Safety

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

AMY ROBINS
PHONE NUMBER:

314-406-7453
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER OF NORTHEAST MISSOURI
TITLE:

DIRECTOR OF FORENSIC
SERVICES

ADDRESS:

989 HERITAGE PARKWAY
CITY:

WENTZVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63385

arobins@cacnemo.org
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/24/2024 5:36 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 1706
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/25/2024
COMMITTEE:

Crime Prevention and Public Safety

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

ARNIE C."HONEST-ABE" DIENOFF-STATE PUBLIC ADVOCATE
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

arniedienoff@yahoo.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/25/2024 12:12 AM
SUBMIT DATE:
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I am in Support of this Bill and its intensions. Do we not already train Police Officers, Firefighters,
Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics "Signs" and traits to look for?
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I am in Support of this Bill and the Penalty.
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My name is Neil Getzlow and I am a resident of Liberty, MO. I am submitting my testimony today to
support House Bill 1706. I believe House Bill 1539 is being discussed at this hearing and I do support
that as well. I’m grateful that the House is discussing human sex trafficking and exploitation. We have
to address this epidemic in and educate people on what this really looks like in Missouri – not what
people imagine trafficking is from a movie. But I don’t think you can talk about human trafficking
without talking about the people who are creating the demand. Generally, it’s men. And it is men like
me.My journey to this hearing room started back when I was 10 years old back in 1980. That’s where I
first exposed to pornography in what my friends called the Playboy Forest – a wooded area behind my
elementary school that we would ride our bikes to and look at ripped up pages of Playboy magazine.
My Mom also had two giant stacks of Playboy and Penthouse magazines on either side of her bed.
When she would go to work, my pre-teen brain would take over and spend hours looking at that
material as a way to combat the loneliness and abandonment I was experience as a child. What I didn’t
realize was that the images I was looking at was transforming my brain. It was programming my views
on love, sex, relationships. It taught me how to objectify women. From that first moment I was exposed,
it took hold of my heart and wouldn’t let go, impacting nearly every relationship I had in high school.
But like any addict, soon I needed stronger and stronger medication. My drug of choice was porn. And
when that didn’t satisfy me, and I had access to more time and money, I started going to adult theaters
and strip clubs. Finally, that led me to acting out by searching for women who were selling sex.  I
visited women for the better part of my first marriage that ended in divorce. And that addiction
continued into my second marriage and very nearly ruined it as well. The overwhelming majority of the
women I visited were based in Missouri. However, on February 26, 2020 I was out of the state on a
business trip. I made an arrangement to meet a woman at her hotel room to pay her for sex. As I was
getting ready to leave her hotel room, the second bedroom door opened up and a large gentlemen
walked out and showed me his cell phone. It had my wife’s contact information on the screen and he
announced that I needed to pay him more money or he was going to call my wife. About $900 later, I
got out of that room and went about my day. But on March 1, 2020, they texted me again and asked for
more money. When I refused, they called me wife. Honestly, it was the best thing that could have ever
happened to me. Getting my life unmasked set off a wild six weeks where I finally confessed everything
– first to God and then to my wife Amy on April 14, 2020. Thanks to the forgiveness of God, and the
forgiveness of Amy, I was given a chance at redemption. While Amy’s forgiveness was key to have any
chance to rebuild our marriage, it did not take away any accountability and responsibility that I had to
show Amy, and my family, that I was getting the help I needed to recover. And that’s what I have done.
April 13, 2020 was the last day I looked at pornography and the last day I attempted to purchase sex
from an exploited woman. It took a lot of work but my life and my marriage have been redeemed and
restored. That’s why I am here today. I want to make sure that the men creating the demand for



trafficked women are more motivated to turn away from that activity. Often, those men like me,
participate in this activity from a place of pain, fueled by pornography. But again, that doesn’t take
away accountability. Accountability and responsibility in today’s culture are way too easy for people to
ignore. Laws are written in ways that often lead to punishment and prosecution of the victims of
trafficking and exploitation. And they don’t offer enough consequences and deterrence for men who
are purchasing sex. When I was acting out in the way I did, there was no fear of any legal implications
of my decisions. Part of that was my addiction lying to me but a lot of times men can get arrested for
solicitation, get issued a citation for a misdemeanor, likely avoid jail time, maybe go to John school for
a few hours and pay a nominal fine. That’s it. While getting caught like that might scare men for a few
months, it does not offer true deterrence. That’s what I’m hoping the bills being presented to the House
can help generate. Men supplying and creating the demand need to face accountability. The demand
piece and the legal implication of buying sex is just one piece of a comprehensive solution. Putting a
law in place isn’t going to magically end demand. And I do not pretend to have any new or different
solutions. But in talking with victims, survivors, and other allies in this fight to end demand, here’s
what I believe we need to have a discussion on:1. Creating stronger laws and accountability for
traffickers and men creating demand. That’s why I support these bills. 2. Victim restitution is
absolutely paramount to any new laws being established. We need to provide resources to the women
– and men – who are trying to escape a life of trafficking and exploitation. A lack of money and housing
is what keeps victims from being able to break free from that life. If we are truly serious about slowing
demand in Missouri, offering a way out for women needs to be the top priority. 3. Regulate
pornography like you do alcohol, drugs or cigarettes. According to Polaris, pornography is the third
most common form of trafficking behind escort services and illicit massage parlors. There’s also
enough research and scientific data that shows the damage pornography creates in the human brain.
Let’s regulate porn and treat it like a drug to ensure that minors 18 years and younger cannot access
material that keeps the cycle of objectification, addiction, and demand going. I know there is other
legislation being proposed in the House and I hope it does generate a conversation about what
pornography is doing to the minds of our kids today and that leads to some realistic solutions that can
be implemented without impacting any individual freedoms.4. Finally, there needs to be education
resources for our communities to clearly define what trafficking is, who is being trafficked, and the
impact it is having on our state. Speaking from my own experience, it wasn’t until I stopped using
pornography and buying sex that I realized that the women I was visiting were either trafficked by
someone, likely a family member or boyfriend. or I was exploiting them because they needed the
money. Trafficking is not about the white van with no windows driving down the street snatching
people off the sidewalk. Trafficking and exploitation are just one Google search away right on the cell
phone in your pocket. I do thank you for the work you are doing, for representing the voices of your
constituents, and for allowing me this opportunity to share.
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This is an unbalanced attempt to increase tax revenue. I can almost certainly assure you there close to
no individuals who would receive a fine under this bill would ever be able to pay that. Everyone I know
who is on the sex offender list, deservedly or otherwise, is in no financial position to even dream of
paying that fine. The system has made it nearly impossible for these people to scrape by, and now you
expect them to pay this? If you really want that much money, maybe... I don't know... TAX PEOPLE
WHO HAVE MONEY, not people living paycheck to paycheck. This is nothing more than an attempt to
further drive these people down and out, which if that's your main goal for ANY person you claim to
serve, then that tells me everything I need to know about the people I should consider my leaders.
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I oppose HB 17061. The more than half a million fiscal cost of this legislation seems too expensive for
the value that is provided.  Providing this training to law enforcement won’t stop these offenses from
happening.  This is a reactive legislation. A better way to spend taxpayer money would be on programs
that stop the crime before there is a victim.2. “In addition to any fine imposed, the court shall enter a
judgment of restitution in the amount of five thousand dollars in favor of the state of Missouri,”  The
Judge should have the option to consider fines and restitution. Making mandatory minimums and fines
takes away the judge's ability to determine fairness and equity from the hands of the persons impacted
and gives all power to the legislators. The judge hears and sees the evidence. The judge also sees the
person.3. With the current registry laws, those that are required to register already face housing, job,
and isolation issues. The registered person may not be able to pay the $5000. A judge should make that
determination based on the facts of the case at hand. We are against mandatory
minimums.Recommendations.   Let the judge determine fines and restitution. Make public in bills how
many people there are impacted by trafficking so the public knows the extent of the problem.
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Written
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1/25/2024 6:38 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am writing this in opposition to HB-1539. I am a husband to someone on the Missouri sex offender
registry. He has done everything required of him all the classes and probation that was ordered. He has
been scammed out of $2000 because of all the information that is on the internet. He has paid his debt
and now with this house bill, it will keep him down. He made a mistake years ago but yet is being
forced to pay for it the rest of his life. He is always treated poorly by law enforcement officers that don't
know how to be professional.  I was once pulled over for speeding and was dragged out of my car and
searched because I was married to someone on the registry. These bills are damaging the the
reputation and financial status of people, not just offenders but people.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I was charged with 2nd degree in Is Statutoy Rape in the 2nd in 2006. I was 20 and the other person
was 3 weeks from being of legal age at the time of the Consensual offense. The other person lied about
their age. I did a full year in county jail. I have had to register as a sex offender now 22 years.  I was
deemed  the Mo. Dept of Corrections no threat and was was never ordered treatment. I'm not a bad
person and made a mistake as a young man that has haunted my life. I have had such a hard time
finding jobs , housing and my children who have lived with me have been harassed, and bullied. You
have no idea what we have been through. You talk about shame you have no idea. These laws are
unfair and unjust. I have paid my debts to society and now you want to add this human trafficking fine.
This is unfair and unjust and completely unrelated to so many on this list. It's crazy that this list to
protect child now has children on this list. This is spiraling out of control. I am against human
trafficking and honesty as a father it scares the hell out of me. People this is not the right answer.
There are so many people who have lost everything because of a mistake at a young age. You people
in power have thrown us all in one basket with no hope.  I pray every year in hope that these law gets
changed to help some of us but as time goes on its only getting worse. I hope my story helps you in
making the right decision on this bill. I'm not the only one who has a story similar to this.  My God has
forgiven me why won't you ?
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Written
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1/25/2024 6:14 PM
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Bills such as this while sounding good in intention do little to protect those intended and are used
largely for political agenda that results in community harm such as the sex offender registry.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
My son had a SIS at age 18... he has paid more than $25K already.... he has cooperated in EVERY way
for a one time mistake. He has received many years of counseling and has made every possible form
of restitution.  He has limited access to education, jobs, housing, and many other things. How many
times and ways must he pay?I totally understand about punishment and the ongoing mental anguish
his victim has endured. Adding a dollar figure to that actually minimizes his worth....I implore you to
oppose this bill.Thank you!
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Written
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1/25/2024 6:57 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I believe that it should be on person to person basis and look at the individual along with the severity
of the crime.
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Mstanton1954@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/25/2024 9:15 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Another bill absolutely unnecessary. Been on registry for 30 years and law abiding. Let's see if
Missouri can get over passing grandstanding, knee jerking laws and get back to some common sense
and recognize the registry does absolutely nothing. Already low recidivism. Let's try to react on that.
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Written
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1/25/2024 12:25 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
HB 1706 I oppose HB 17061. Page 8. Line 2. “It is not a defense to a prosecution for a violation of
this section that the other person was a peace officer masquerading as a minor.” The accused isn’t
allowed to present a false identity, neither should law enforcement. (I wouldn’t include this without fact.
How many law enforcement badger the person as in a targeted sting?)2. Fiscal cost is greater than the
value that is provided by this legislation. The training that is provided won’t stop these offenses from
happening. Isn’t some of this training already required.This is a reactive legislation. We need proactive
legislation. 3.  “In addition to any fine imposed, the court shall enter a judgment of
restitution in the amount of five thousand dollars in favor of the state of Missouri, ..” The Judge should
have the option to consider fines and restitution. Making mandatory minimums and fines takes the
judges ability to determine fairness and equity from the hands of the persons impacted and gives all
power to the legislators. The judge hears and sees the evidence. The judge also sees the person.4.
With the current registry laws, those that are required to register already face housing, job, and
isolation issues. The registered person may not be able to pay the $5000. A judge should make that
determination. Not mandatory minimums. Recommendations. Let the judge determine fines and
restitution. Law enforcement should not be allowed to present themselves as an underage person.
Make public in bills how many people there are impacted by trafficking so the public knows the extent
of the problem.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
As a 20 year veteran living on the Registry (conviction 2006) and scrutiny of Law Enforcement I can
personally attest to the devastation of the oppressive laws against Registrants.  They neither help keep
the public safe, a total fallacy intentionall perpetrated by Law Enforcement against a multitude of
proven, verifiable scientific studies nor do the allow the Registrant to reintegrate back into society.
They are putinitive in nature, solely and exclusively.  And life-long registration requirements with no
possibility of being removed no matter how much we are in compliance and cooperative are criminal
given a Registrant completes all the requirements of the Court as I have.  I have been 100% compliant
since Day 1.  For nearly 20 years now.My case stemmed from an extremely contentious divorce in
which my former spouse coerced our young impressionable daughter to make allegations against me
after I won a divorce modification I had submitted.In these past 20 years I have been fired from 37
different jobs as an educated, degreed and A+ Certified Computer Technician and Trainer.  I now carry
3 mortgages on my property having been in foreclosure that many times through the years.  I've had
my home vandalized.  Repeatedly.  Including this past fall when my front windows were broken by
thrown eggs.  I've been harrased by neighbors. Barred from full re-entry into society.  Cannot
participate in most of society's group gatherings, like parades.  Can't enjoy any of the County Parks as
all of them excepting Lone Elk now has a public playground. And more. I'm financially broke.  Was
never able to acrue a savings due to all the job losses. Am in my early 60's with nothing to support me
but a meager (less than $15,000) social security check.And I lost my relationship to not only my
daughter but to my two sons as well.  My relatives stopped inviting me years ago, at the start of this
matter 20 years ago, to any family functions.  Neighbors stopped being friendly.  Co-workers have
"outed" me.  Employers reject me.  All because of a public listing.Registrants are not allowed per the
current retributive laws to reintergrate into society.  They are eternally punished until the day they die.
I never, ever human trafficed any soul.  Ever.All this over two child endangerment charges.Please
consider the effect on not only the Registrants but their families and their ability to reintegrate and
sustain and support and rebuild their lives once they've paid the dues the Courts require.Otherwise,
these laws serve no other purpose than retribution.  Like Capital Murder.They neither help society nor
the Registrant and his/her family to rebuild and move on with productive lives in society.Respectfully
submitted,Nick Ganim



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 1706
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/25/2024
COMMITTEE:

Crime Prevention and Public Safety

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

RICHARD SHOAF
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

rshoaf@me.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/25/2024 7:54 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploration fund and Human Trafficking Sponsor bills are very
concerning to me.  Although probably an attempt to bring light to a horrid crime, this is one is more of
a step blur these crimes as well as fine registered persons after the fact those who offenses where
already adjudicated. There is a cause and effect of merging the two issues into one. (i.e. sexual
offenses vs. human trafficking.) Additionally, Missouri constitution prohibits after the fact punishments
to the best of my knowledge.   These $5000 is clearly a punishment as people on this list already
struggle at times to overcome the stigma attached.  These proposed bills are adding more layers of
government and regulatory requirements for law enforcement as well as EMTs, Paramedics and
nursing professionals.  This just adds more time to things not directly related to the practice of
medicine and emergencies.  As a former paramedic and paramedic instructor I will tell you this type of
training will be looked at as one more thing to “check the box” and will not be received well in the
industry.    I am disappointed in bills being brought forward and hope both of these are not passed.  I
would appreciate anything you can do to help squash these during the process.  Thanks for your time
and attention,  Richard Shoaf262 Dauphine DriveLAKE SAINT LOUIS MO 63
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I disagree with anyone getting charged extra for something they are already being punished for.
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My spouse was convicted of having underage sexual abuse images in 2017. In viewing large quantities
of adult sexual images, the underage images were mixed in. How did this change our lives? We went
from a "normal" family to a family suffering from trauma that we still struggle with. My spouse was
forced to move from our home because we lived near the boundary of a school (the school itself was
much farther away). In order to keep our youngest in the same school system he had been attending
since he was in preschool, my spouse and I lived apart for two years until our son graduated--a
graduation that his dad was not able to attend. My spouse was forced into a low paying job because
his skill utilized computers and he was no longer allowed to use a computer. Throw in the therapy
costs, court costs, polygraph costs, and the cost of additional place to live and it was a difficult time. It
was made more difficult by the fact that at a time when my spouse needed to be surrounded by family,
he was cut off from his family. I'm not sure how people who have been stripped of their basic right to
get a job are going to pay $5,000; will they then be charged with another crime similar to failure to
register if they can't pay? I do not support human trafficking in any way, shape, or form; however, I
cannot jump on the human trafficking laws because they have expanded the definition too much--
similar to what has been done with sex offenses. The registry has become a way to take away civil
rights because the Supreme Court has deemed it not to be punishment. This bill continues that theme
by applying laws ex post facto. Let's prevent additional bullying and prejudice against certain groups
by saying no to this bill.
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The one person that I know on the sex offenders list has paid out over $25000 already. He had a SIS. He
has paid his debt to society already it seems to me. He has been limited to where he can live and what
jobs he can get and where he can go. It seems like we will always keep giving new punishments. Some
people are worse than others and some are barely in the sexual assault category. Maybe we should try
to help rehabilitate those with lighter cases instead of throwing them in with the worse ones.
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This is another unfair fine that people will have to pay when they are already paying restitution and
fees. Stop adding on more punishments when they've already been paying for their crimes.
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Our new grassroots organization Missouri Alliance for Family Restoration advocates for fair and just
sentences, humane treatment in state prisons, and fundamental fairness concerning registry issues.
We don't support children men or women being harmed sexually or otherwise. You are crafting new
laws that will monumentally impact us. The public will recognize the proposed language as sexual
offenders being the same thing as sex traffickers and their reptilian brains will immediately revert to
fear. The $5,000 is another way to get money from those being punished. You do recognize some
females set people up just for the fun of it and to make money. Representative Coleman's testimony
solidified the empirical research data that I emailed today as to where the majority of sexual harm
originates. Please consider reviewing the document by Professor Eric Janus that I attached. My son
and my two sisters were sexually harmed. My son by his biological father beginning at the age of six
and my sisters by our uncle when they went to Memphis to visit cousins during the summer. I have
learned of harm over and over in a general conversation. Lastly, the Missouri Supreme Court pounces
on our families and legislators never cease to.
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I think things need to be based on a person to person basis. Someone that is charged because they
accidentally changed in front of an open window isn't the same as someone who assaulted a child
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