
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

BRIAN WISE
PHONE NUMBER:

417-683-0516
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY, MISSOURI
TITLE:

COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS:

171 HARLIN DRIVE
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

ozark@sos.mo.gov
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 11:43 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

CASS MARTIN
PHONE NUMBER:

417-679-4633
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY
TITLE:

OZARK COUNTY SHERIFF
ADDRESS:

1818 COUNTY ROAD 806
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

admin@ozarkcountysheriff.org
EMAIL:

In-Person
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 12:27 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

CHRISTY THOMPSON
PHONE NUMBER:

417-679-3553
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY, MISSOURI
TITLE:

OZARK COUNTY TREASURER
ADDRESS:

PO BOX 525
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

ozarkcountytreasurer@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 1:23 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

DARLA SULLIVAN
PHONE NUMBER:

417-679-4448
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY
TITLE:

COUNTY COLLECTOR
ADDRESS:

PO BOX 25
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

ozarkcountycollector@outlook.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 12:37 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

GARY COLLINS
PHONE NUMBER:

417-679-4096
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY
TITLE:

EASTERN DISTRICT
COMMISSIONER

ADDRESS:

PO BOX 247
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

ozarkcountycommission@outlook.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 11:53 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

JACKIE SMITH
PHONE NUMBER:

417-679-4232
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY, MISSOURI
TITLE:

CIRCUIT CLERK/RECORDER
ADDRESS:

P.O. BOX 36
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

jackie.smith@courts.mo.gov
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 12:42 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

LAYNE NANCE
PHONE NUMBER:

417-679-4096
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY, MISSOURI
TITLE:

WESTERN DISTRICT
COMMISSIONER

ADDRESS:

P.O. BOX 247
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

ozarkcountycommission@outlook.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 11:52 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

MATTHEW WEATHERMAN
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

Matt.Weatherman@prosecutors.mo.gov
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 1:58 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
My name is Matthew Weatherman. I am the Prosecuting Attorney for Douglas County, Mo and I write to
you today to urge you support of HB 2077.This bill does not seek to raise taxes. This bill does not seek
to impose any requirement upon any citizen of Missouri. This Bill does not seek to require this body to
fund any activity a county may wish to undertake.This bill does none of these things. Instead, what this
bill seeks to do is restore that most closely held principle of our government. That we are a
government of the people, for the people, by the people.The method by which we in Missouri decide to
set our sales taxes at the county level are the truest example of this principle. No commissioner may
raise or lower this tax by edict, No legislator may raise or lower tax by negotiation, No Governor may
raise of lower tax by executive action. Instead, any interested party must make their case to the very
people who will largely be responsible for paying the tax increase. And those very people then have the
only say in whether that tax will happen or not. By voting in favor or opposition at the next general
election.But, those in Jefferson City have seen fit to impose limitations to this power that are creating
disastrous problems within many of our rural communities.By having imposed a cap on the amount, by
percentage, of sales tax a citizenry can approve Jefferson City politicians have created a clear break
between those counties where there are large scale retail markets and those where there are
not.Counties of all shapes and sizes, except of course for those classified as 1st class counties which
have all been exempted by this body from the rules other counties must live by, must use the same
maximum percentages regardless of what actual revenue these taxes generate.The current system
may make sense politically and economically for counties with multiple cities and numerous retail
outlets, but it is woefully underperforming for those of us who live in rural counties with limited retail
markets.A sales tax imposed in Greene County, or Boone County may generate several million dollars
while that same size sales tax in Douglas, Ozark, Iron, or Shannon County may generate only a couple
hundred thousand dollars.Those counties have very similar geographic sizes and county maintained
road numbers, but they have dramatically different revenue numbers. The larger demographic counties
are able to staff sheriff offices with multiple deputies per square mile of county to cover, while the rural
offices are tasked with staffing dozens of miles per deputy.This bill will not solve this disparity, but it
will allow individual counties citizens to themselves determine what services they wish their counties
to have and provide and fund them accordingly.I urge each of you to support HB 2077 as this bill will
not raise taxes or create unfunded mandates, but it will allow individual citizens the right to decide that
they wish to fund their county services as they see fit to vote for.Thank you for your time and your
consideration,



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

MELINDA ABRAHAM
PHONE NUMBER:

417-679-3809
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY, MISSOURI
TITLE:

OZARK COUNTY PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATOR

ADDRESS:

PO BOX 688
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

ozcopubadm@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 12:40 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

TERRY NEWTON
PHONE NUMBER:

417-679-4096
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

OZARK COUNTY
TITLE:

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER
ADDRESS:

P.O. BOX 247
CITY:

GAINESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65655

ozarkcountycommission@outlook.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 11:46 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committeepeople,I am writing today in support of HB 2077.  The passage of this bill will be a boon
to local government and law enforcement while continuing to keep the ultimate decision in the hands
of local voters where it rightfully belongs.In the years since Sales Tax percentages were capped (RSMo
67.547, 2017) the United States has been through a Pandemic no generation alive today has ever
experienced.  Due to this pandemic and the subsequent fallout, prices of nearly everything required to
run an efficient local government have skyrocketed.  Crime rates, jail populations, calls for service,
quite literally every aspect of Law Enforcement have doubled, or more.By submitting a Sales Tax
increase to local Voters, the passage of HB2077 will help alleviate the burden of massive cost
increases.  HB2077 is not a wide-sweeping law change that costs the State of Missouri. It puts the
ability to raise Local Sales Taxes back into the local Voters’ hands.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 2077
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

1/10/2024
COMMITTEE:

Ways and Means

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

JENNA ROBERSON
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

jroberson1181@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

1/9/2024 8:18 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am a staunch supporter of local control and the power of individual voters to best decide if they want
to approve any tax increases. This is overreach.


