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COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH

OVERSIGHT DIVISION

FISCAL NOTE

Subject:  Children And Minors; Marriage And Divorce; Domestic Relations; Family Law;

Courts
Type: Original
Date: January 27, 2025

Bill Summary: This proposal allows the court to enter a judgment of dissolution of marriage
or legal separation if a person is pregnant.

FISCAL SUMMARY

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON GENERAL REVENUE FUND

FUND AFFECTED FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028

General Revenue* $0 to (Unknown) $0 to (Unknown) $0 to (Unknown)

Total Estimated Net

Effect on General

Revenue $0 to (Unknown) $0 to (Unknown) $0 to (Unknown)
* Oversight assumes the impact will be under $250,000 annually.

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON OTHER STATE FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028

Total Estimated Net

Effect on Other State

Funds $0 $0 $0

Numbers within parentheses: () indicate costs or losses.
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ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FEDERAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028
Total Estimated Net

Effect on All Federal

Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FULL TIME EQUIVALENT (FTE)

FUND AFFECTED FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028
Total Estimated Net

Effect on FTE 0 0 0

[ Estimated Net Effect (expenditures or reduced revenues) expected to exceed $250,000 in any
of the three fiscal years after implementation of the act or at full implementation of the act.

[] Estimated Net Effect (savings or increased revenues) expected to exceed $250,000 in any of
the three fiscal years after implementation of the act or at full implementation of the act.

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON LOCAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028

Local Government $0 $0 $0
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FISCAL ANALYSIS

ASSUMPTION

§452.305 — Pregnancy Status with a Dissolution of Marriage or Legal Separation

Officials from the Office of State Courts Administrator (OSCA) state there may be some
impact but there is no way to quantify that currently. Any significant changes will be reflected in
future budget requests.

Oversight notes OSCA assumes this proposal may have some impact on their organization
although it can’t be quantified at this time. As OSCA is unable to provide additional information
regarding the potential impact, Oversight assumes the proposed legislation will have a $0 to
(Unknown) cost to the General Revenue Fund. For fiscal note purposes, Oversight also assumes
the impact will be under $250,000 annually. If this assumption is incorrect, this would alter the
fiscal impact as presented in this fiscal note. If additional information is received, Oversight will
review it to determine if an updated fiscal note should be prepared and seek approval to publish a
new fiscal note.

Officials from the Department of Social Services assume the proposal will have no fiscal
impact on their organization. Oversight does not have any information to the contrary.
Therefore, Oversight will reflect a zero impact in the fiscal note.

Oversight notes the following chart is from an article in Newsweek from February 2024 (Map
Shows US States Where Pregnant Women Can't Get Divorced - Newsweek) on the current status
each state has on dissolution of marriage and pregnancy status:
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https://www.newsweek.com/map-shows-us-states-where-pregnant-women-cant-get-divorced-1874139
https://www.newsweek.com/map-shows-us-states-where-pregnant-women-cant-get-divorced-1874139

L.R. No. 1034H.01I
Bill No. HB 243
Page 4 of 5
January 27, 2025

States where couples cannot get divorced during a pregnancy

No ban @ No ban, but likely to wait until after end of pregnancy @ Ban

Q

\

Source: Based on local law firms' recommendations and state legislation.
FISCAL IMPACT — State Government FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028

(10 Mo.)
GENERAL REVENUE
Costs — OSCA — potential increase in $0 to $0 to $0 to
caseload §452.305 (Unknown) (Unknown) (Unknown)
ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON $0 to $0 to $0 to
GENERAL REVENUE (Unknown) (Unknown) (Unknown)
FISCAL IMPACT — Local Government FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028

(10 Mo.)

$0 $0 $0 |
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FISCAL IMPACT — Small Business

No direct fiscal impact to small businesses would be expected as a result of this proposal.

FISCAL DESCRIPTION

As specified in this bill, pregnancy status will not prevent the court from entering a judgment of
dissolution of marriage or legal separation.

This legislation is not federally mandated, would not duplicate any other program and would not
require additional capital improvements or rental space.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Office of the State Courts Administrator
Department of Social Services
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