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Chairman Casteel and Members of the Committee:I submit this testimony in support of House Bill 1067,
which ensures fairness for contractors working under the direction of the Missouri Department of
Transportation (MoDOT). MoDOT already benefits from sovereign immunity and a liability cap. HB1067
fairly extends these same protections to contractors who faithfully follow MoDOT’s approved plans,
ensuring they are not disproportionately exposed to lawsuits.MoDOT follows federally recognized
safety and engineering standards, such as FHWA regulations and the MUTCD, and contractors must
adhere to these specifications without discretion to unilaterally change project designs. According to
the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform, Missouri ranks 44th in the nation for its legal climate, a
status that can increase insurance and litigation costs and, in turn, drive up infrastructure expenses for
taxpayers. By capping contractor liability, HB1067 helps ensure more predictable project costs.This bill
does not excuse negligence; contractors remain accountable for meeting contractual obligations and
acting responsibly. HB1067 simply prevents unfair legal exposure when contractors properly follow
MoDOT directives. Since MoDOT already operates with sovereign immunity and a liability cap,
contractors should not bear a greater legal burden than the agency itself. Extending these protections
helps maintain a level playing field, encourages competition, and ultimately benefits the public through
more cost-effective projects.For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Committee to support and
advance HB1067. Thank you for considering this testimony.Andy ErnstSr. Vice PresidentPace
Construction Company1620 Woodson RoadSt. Louis, MO 63114
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I submit this testimony in support of House Bill 1067, which ensures fairness for contractors working
under the direction of the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT). MoDOT already benefits
from sovereign immunity and a liability cap. HB1067 fairly extends these same protections to
contractors who faithfully follow MoDOT’s approved plans, ensuring they are not disproportionately
exposed to lawsuits.MoDOT follows federally recognized safety and engineering standards, such as
FHWA regulations and the MUTCD, and contractors must adhere to these specifications without
discretion to unilaterally change project designs. According to the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal
Reform, Missouri ranks 44th in the nation for its legal climate, a status that can increase insurance and
litigation costs and, in turn, drive up infrastructure expenses for taxpayers. By capping contractor
liability, HB1067 helps ensure more predictable project costs.This bill does not excuse negligence;
contractors remain accountable for meeting contractual obligations and acting responsibly. HB1067
simply prevents unfair legal exposure when contractors properly follow MoDOT directives. Since
MoDOT already operates with sovereign immunity and a liability cap, contractors should not bear a
greater legal burden than the agency itself. Extending these protections helps maintain a level playing
field, encourages competition, and ultimately benefits the public through more cost-effective
projects.For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Committee to support and advance HB1067. Thank
you for considering this testimony.
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I am Opposed to this Bill and Legislation in making Private Contractors exempt from Liability and
Responsibility in Contracts with a Political Subdivisions of the State. This is an awful and reckless
Special-Interest Deal. There shall be NO Sovereign Immunity for Private Contractors.
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I am Opposed to this Bill and Granting Immunity to Private Contractors working for Political
Subdivisions and or the State under Contract. This is Bad Public Policy!
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