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I am in Support of this Bill on the surface. | just hope that this Legislation is not abused, causing
problems and liabilities.
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I will give my testimony verbally.
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| am opposed to this bill. Why in the world would Missouri allow people to mine wherever they want
without any oversite? This will only lead to unsafe conditions, environmental destructions. We need
common sense protections in place.
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please protect our land it is not limitless.
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I am in strong opposition to HB 106 (Vernetti), a bill that threatens to undermine the health, safety, and
environmental well-being of Missourians. This legislation seeks to make it easier for mining operations
to proceed without proper oversight, further eroding the already limited protections in place for our
communities, natural resources, and environment. Missouri’s current statutes already have some of
the most lax permitting requirements for mining operations in the nation. Despite this, HB 106 seeks to
remove even the minimal conditions that allow mining without a permit. Specifically, the bill eliminates
the requirement that a site not be designated as a surface mine by the Federal Mine Safety and Health
Administration. It also allows for the processing of minerals through crushing, screening, or other
means of beneficiation without requiring a permit. These changes are not minor technical
adjustments—they are sweeping deregulations that will open the door to unchecked mining
activities.By removing these conditions, HB 106 effectively greenlights permit-free mining on a scale
that Missourians have never seen before. This is a dangerous precedent. Mining operations, even
those that seem small or localized, can have significant environmental and public health
consequences. Without proper oversight, there is no guarantee that these operations will not
contaminate our air, pollute our water, or damage private property. Missourians do not want rampant,
unregulated mining. They want responsible policies that protect their health, their land, and their
communities.The potential for harm is particularly concerning when it comes to water quality. Mining
activities can release harmful chemicals and sediments into nearby streams, rivers, and groundwater,
threatening both ecosystems and drinking water supplies. Missouri is home to some of the most
pristine waterways in the country, and we cannot afford to put them at risk. Similarly, the removal of
oversight for crushing and screening minerals could lead to increased dust and particulate matter in
the air, exacerbating respiratory issues and other health problems for nearby residents.In addition, HB
106 undermines the principle of accountability. Permitting processes exist for a reason: to ensure that
mining operations are conducted responsibly and with consideration for their impact on the
environment and surrounding communities. By removing even the limited conditions that allow permit-
free mining, this bill sends a message that Missouri is open for business at any cost—even if that cost
is paid by the health and well-being of its citizens.HB 106 is a step in the wrong direction for Missouri.
It prioritizes the interests of a few over the needs of the many, sacrificing our health, property, and
natural resources in the process. | urge you to stand with the people of Missouri and vote "no" on HB
106.
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The League of Women Voters supports management of land as a finite resource not as a commodity,
since land ownership, whether public or private, carries responsibility for stewardship, and land-use
planning that reflects conservation and wise management of resources. This bill removes some of the
very limited conditions that allow one to mine within the confines of real property without a permit,
making it even easier to mine permit-free. The League opposes this bill.
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February 10, 2025Chairman Tricia BarnesHouse Special Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs201
West Capitol Avenue, Room 313-3Jefferson City MO 65101 Dear Chairman Barnes and Members of the
Committee, Missouri Coalition for the Environment is a statewide, advocacy nonprofit organization that
works to empower Missourians to protect their environment and health. HB 106, if passed, would
significantly weaken Missouri's surface mining regulations by expanding exemptions from permitting
requirements and removing crucial oversight provisions. We strongly urge you to vote "no" on HB
106.0f particular concern is the proposed revision to Section 444.766.2(2). The current law includes
specific criteria that help regulators and operators clearly distinguish between legitimate land
improvement activities and mining operations requiring permits. The removal of these criteria would
create regulatory uncertainty and potentially allow commercial mining operations to avoid necessary
environmental and safety oversight.The bill would also eliminate the requirement that a site's
designation by the federal Mine Safety and Health Administration be considered when determining if a
surface mining permit is needed. This federal designation serves as an important objective standard in
the current regulatory framework. Its removal would weaken Missouri's ability to ensure proper
oversight of mining operations in order to protect the safety, health, and wellbeing of those who live,
work, and recreate nearby and downstream.Surface mining operations can have significant impacts on
water quality, soil stability, and local ecosystems. The current permitting process ensures these
impacts are properly evaluated and mitigated. Weakening these requirements could lead to increased
environmental degradation and higher costs for future remediation.In conclusion, HB 106 would
substantially weaken Missouri's ability to regulate surface mining activities effectively. The removal of
key oversight provisions and specific criteria for determining when permits are required would create
unnecessary regulatory uncertainty and potential environmental risks. We respectfully urge you to vote
"no" on HB 106 and maintain Missouri's current system of surface mining regulation.Sincerely, Melissa
VatterottDirector of Policy and StrategyMissouri Coalition for the
Environmentmvatterott@moenvironment.org (314) 727-0600 ext. 111
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As a professional engineer with extensive expertise in mine permitting and environmental regulation, |
strongly oppose HB 106 (Vernetti). This bill threatens to undermine the health, safety, and
environmental integrity of Missouri by dismantling critical safeguards that ensure responsible mining
practices. My experience in this field has shown me firsthand the importance of oversight and
accountability in mining operations, and HB 106 represents a dangerous departure from these
principles.Missouri’s current permitting requirements for mining are already among the most lenient in
the nation. Despite this, HB 106 seeks to remove even the minimal conditions that allow mining without
a permit. Specifically, the bill eliminates the requirement that a site not be designated as a surface mine
by the Federal Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA). It also allows for the processing of
minerals through crushing, screening, or other beneficiation methods without requiring a permit.
These changes are not minor technical adjustments—they are sweeping deregulations that will open
the door to unchecked and potentially harmful mining activities.From an engineering and
environmental perspective, this is deeply concerning. Mining operations, even those that appear small
or localized, can have significant impacts on air quality, water resources, and soil stability if not
managed responsibly. Without proper oversight, there is no guarantee that these operations will not
release harmful pollutants, degrade water quality, or cause erosion and sedimentation that damages
ecosystems and private property. The potential impacts on water quality are particularly alarming.
Mining activities have the potential to introduce heavy metals, chemicals, and sediments into nearby
streams, rivers, and groundwater, threatening both aquatic ecosystems and drinking water supplies.
Missouri is home to some of the most pristine waterways in the country, and we cannot afford to put
them at risk. Additionally, the removal of oversight for crushing and screening minerals could lead to
increased airborne particulate matter, exacerbating respiratory issues and other health problems for
nearby communities.As someone who has worked extensively in mine permitting, | can attest that
these processes exist for a reason. They ensure that mining operations are conducted responsibly,
with proper consideration for their environmental and community impacts. By removing even the
limited conditions that allow permit-free mining, HB 106 sends a dangerous message that Missouri is
willing to sacrifice accountability for short-term gains. This is not just bad policy—it’s a threat to the
long-term well-being of our state.HB 106 is a step in the wrong direction for Missouri. It prioritizes the
interests of a few over the needs of the many, putting our health, property, and natural resources at
risk. | urge you to stand with the people of Missouri and vote "no" on HB 106. Let’s uphold responsible
mining practices that protect our environment and communities, rather than sacrificing them for the
sake of deregulation.
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