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PHONE NUMBER:
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arniedienoff@yahoo.com
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Written
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2/6/2025 11:59 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I Support this Bill. We NEED to reimburse Counties and I Recommend a Daily Amount of $42 Per Day
for Housing, Meals and Supplies.
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bferrell@misscomo.net
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Written
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SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
The Honorable Don MayhewChairman, Corrections CommitteeMissouri House Corrections and Public
Institutions CommitteeMissouri State Capitol201 W Capitol AveJefferson City, MO 65101RE: Support
for House Bill 170 – Increase in Prisoner Reimbursement AmountDear Chairman Mayhew,On behalf of
the Mississippi County Sheriff's Office, I am writing to express my strong support for House Bill 170,
sponsored by Representative Donnie Brown of District 149. This legislation addresses counties'
financial burden in housing state prisoners, and I urge its swift passage.As you are aware, the Missouri
Department of Corrections reimburses counties at an average rate of $21.97 per inmate daily. In
contrast, the cost of housing an inmate in county jails—covering food, medical care, utilities, and
staffing—averages $56.50 per day. This disparity significantly strains local law enforcement agencies,
county budgets, and taxpayers who must absorb these unrecouped expenses.Like many others,
Mississippi County faces the challenge of operating a detention facility with limited financial support
from the state. Our facility can house up to 132 inmates, with some awaiting trial for up to three years
or more. This extended pre-trial incarceration period compounds the financial stress on our county.To
illustrate the financial impact, in 2024, my office budgeted for the State of Missouri to reimburse
$280,000 in inmate housing costs based on the existing rate. Yet, we ultimately received only
$200,000—resulting in a $93,000 budget shortfall. These funding deficits directly impact our ability to
maintain operations, ensure facility security, and provide essential services to inmates and the
community.House Bill 170 presents a necessary and equitable solution by increasing prisoner
reimbursement rates to more accurately reflect actual costs. This adjustment is fiscally responsible
and essential for sustaining public safety in our communities, particularly in Missouri’s smaller and
more financially strained counties.The Mississippi County Sheriff's Office commends Representative
Donnie Brown's leadership in addressing this pressing issue. I urge the Corrections Committee and
the Missouri Legislature to support House Bill 170, ensuring county governments receive the financial
support they need to continue providing secure and effective detention services.Thank you for your
time and attention to this matter. Please contact me if you have any questions or require further
information. I appreciate your commitment to supporting local law enforcement agencies and the
communities we serve.Respectfully,Britton H. FerrellSheriff, Mississippi County
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am in support of per diem for jail inmates to offset costs of state prisoners.  Rather than raising the
cap (which is already subject to appropriation)...perhaps consider setting the per diem rate at a
percentage of the cost per day of the state to house inmates.
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI
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LOBBYIST
ADDRESS:

101E HIGH STREET
CITY:
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MO
ZIP:

65101

gsteinmetz@atgovernmentstrategies.co
m

EMAIL:
Written
ATTENDANCE:

2/6/2025 10:48 AM
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
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JOE GILDEHAUS
PHONE NUMBER:

314-486-2885
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI; WARREN
COUNTY COMMISSION

TITLE:

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER
WARREN COUNTY

ADDRESS:

101 MOCKINGBIRD LANE
CITY:

WARRENTON
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63357

jgildehaus@warrencountymo.org
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

2/5/2025 10:26 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
With the rising cost of overall jail expenses, we really need to increase the per diem for the counties
expenses. The cost of Medication, utilities, insurance and food is costing Warren county more than $60
per prisoner, well below the reimbursement we receive.
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COLE COUNTY SHERIFS DEPARTMENT
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SHERIFF
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350 EAST HIGH STREET
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jwheeler@colecounty.org
EMAIL:
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2/6/2025 11:42 AM
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am in support of this bill
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106 E MAIN
CITY:

LINN
STATE:
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
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STACY BALL
PHONE NUMBER:

573-855-7331
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

PULASKI COUNTY SHERIFF
TITLE:

SHERIFF
ADDRESS:

403 SCHOOL ST
CITY:

WAYNESVILLE
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65583
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:

2/6/2025 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
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PHONE NUMBER:

417-818-9923
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

SALINE COUNTY
TITLE:

ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER
SALINE COUNTY

ADDRESS:

PO BOX 712
CITY:

MARSHALL
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65340

stephaniegoodencommissioner@gmail.
com

EMAIL:
Written
ATTENDANCE:

2/5/2025 10:48 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am a Commissioner for Saline County.  As a county of 23,000 we have to contribute over one million
dollars to our jail budget.  This is in addition to two law enforcement sales taxes and commzensary
contributions.  Currently, as appropriated by the state, the counties receive $24.95 in reimbursements.
It is my understanding for the same inmates, the DOC receives $100.  When Saline County houses
inmates to other counties, the minimum we pay is $80 per inmate. It is necessary for counties to
receive at least the same amount as the DOC because ultimately these are the same inmates and it is
necessary for the state to have county jails.  Please support the increase of reimbursement to the
county for housing state inmates and please support this regardless of appropriations as no matter
what, the county needs these funds to house state inmates.
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TRENT WATSON
PHONE NUMBER:

314-606-0141
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MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
TITLE:

ADDRESS:

PO BOX 2221
CITY:

JEFFERSON CITY
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65102

Trent@trentwatson.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

2/6/2025 9:09 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
In support of raising the statutory cap on reimbursement to counties for the cost of housing prisoners.
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WILL MARRS
PHONE NUMBER:

417-848-8561
REPRESENTING:

GREENE COUNTY, MISSOURI
TITLE:

ADDRESS:

817 S PICKWICK AVE
CITY:

SPRINGFIELD
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65804

willmarrs@gmail.com
EMAIL:

In-Person
ATTENDANCE:

2/6/2025 12:03 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Greene County has been supportive of getting counties closer to proper reimbursement of inmates.
Thank you to Rep. Brown for bringing this bill forward.
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MzBamahallmark@outlook.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

2/6/2025 11:51 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Doubling the cost of an inmate after the constant negligence hitting all time highs is ridiculous and in
opposition because doubling with no limit is a reward for corrections services. From 2020 to 2024, the
department averaged 128 deaths per year while holding an average of 23,690 people. Over the previous
five years, deaths among people in state custody averaged 95 per year, while the average population in
that period was 31,561.This reflects upon the entire corrections staff, training and leadership.
Legislatures must empower oversight and regulations to protect lives. Inmates are the highest property
of the state for crimes to society, we are not to mirror behavior, but model it. Let us not promote
thievery of taxpayer money without investments of your successes. It equates to literally stop topping
the ceiling with death of your charges.
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JIM SCAGGS
PHONE NUMBER:

573-270-2450
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

IRON COUNTY
TITLE:

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER
ADDRESS:

PO BOX 42, 250 SOUTH MAIN STREET
CITY:

IRONTON
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63650

jscaggs@ironcountymo.gov
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony in support of House Bill 170. Iron County is a 3rd
Class County situated in the rural area of Missouri, also known as the Lead Belt of Missouri, with a
population of 10,000 residents and over 100,000 acres of US Forest Service Land. Iron County is a
small county facing diminishing revenue due to tax exemptions on Local Sale/Use Tax passed by the
Legislature. Additionally, a tax protest by one of the largest lead mining companies in our county has
reduced our county and schools’ revenue by $1.5 million.With the trend of reduced revenues and
increased pressure on our local citizens from higher taxes, it is becoming impossible for the County to
allocate funds for the county jail. We struggle daily to find ways to reduce costs in the jail, but with the
recent increase in the cost of supplies, it is becoming a financial liability that must be addressed.Not
only do I support HB 170, but I also believe that if the prisoner per diem is not increased to $40.00 per
day and funds appropriated, many 3rd Class counties will be forced to take action to close county jails.
We cannot continue to operate these facilities at extreme losses.With the increased costs of food,
salaries, health insurance, workers' compensation insurance, and liability insurance, we cannot
continue to house state prisoners at the current rate of reimbursement. This is a critical issue that
must be addressed if Missouri and counties across this great state are going to ensure the safety of
our communities.I believe there are ways this bill could be improved to enhance the relationship
between the State and Counties, and I look forward to discussing these with the committee members in
the future.



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

HB 170
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

2/6/2025
COMMITTEE:

Corrections and Public Institutions

IN SUPPORT OF IN OPPOSITION TO FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:
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