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I am in support of this bill. Taking state mandated tests are already stressful and overwhelming for
students. Remote testing aligns with the learning environment that virtual students are most familiar
with. It offers flexibility to meet the needs of students who have various issues that prevent them doing
well in a remote testing environment. Parents are forced to take off work, get sitters for younger
children, pay for travel, lodging, and food, which is prohibitive to many parents. Remote testing has
been done for many years through tests such as the LSAT, Praxis, GRE, CLEP, among others.
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Good afternoon committee,my name is Samoy Mainda and I am here in support of HB 220. I am the
proud mother of three wonderful children. One of my kids is my 15 year-old energetic, full of energy,
extremely smart, and very headstrong daughter name Hannah. Hannah, has been a virtual student at
Missouri Virtual Academy (MOVA) for the past three years since HB 1552 was passed in June 2022. She
has suffered from dyslexia her entire life, but has come a long way since kindergarten when we first
decided to have her in virtual schooling back in 2014 in Michigan.  I say all of this because as a mother
I have seen Hannah go through some serious challenges in school even in kindergarten when my
husband and I decided to start virtual education for her in 2014. The challenges she was enduring
turned into triumphs due to virtual education.I am not boasting, but I have never seen a young lady
thrive and succeed as much as my daughter has with Missouri virtual Academy.(MOVA). Her grit
enthusiasm and a strong sense of self has allowed her to achieve a GPA of 4.0, and the decision after
high school, to further her education and study to become a travel nurse Hannah for years has suffered
from testing anxiety, and it has truly been one of the challenges we have struggled with for many years.
At her virtual school, her weekly testing is always done on her laptop in the comfort of her room with
no problems. However, when it comes to state testing, that is not the case and that is where we begin
to have a lot of issues preparing to go to another facility to do the state testing instead of remotely
doing it at home. The stress that my daughter endures weeks prior to the actual testing is detrimental.
The strain of having  to go to another location to test, being in a different surrounding, even something
as simple as having to sit in another chair and desk that she is not used to for someone who suffers
from testing anxiety, this can be the difference between acing a test and failing a test. As a mother who
is a protector, it pains me to see my daughter go through this type of anxiety to the point where she
becomes sick and emotionally and mentally drained. Hannah has so many dreams and so excited to
become a travel nurse and help individuals in need. Her focus is children and we are going to do our
very best to do what we can as a family to get her there. I say all of this because you can be a part of
my daughter’s dreams and making sure to pass HB 220 where children are allowed to test at home who
are virtual students. You will be given children all across the state of Missouri, who are virtual students
the safety, secure surroundings they are used to, and determination to do the very best that they can
on their tests. Passing this bill will also be extremely beneficial for families, such as myself who won’t
have to worry about taking time off from work, traveling to various testing sites, or even having to pay
for hotel accommodations and travel expenses to get to the testing that is required. In conclusion, I ask
you to remember that every child is different when it comes to their education, so many children in the
great state of Missouri learn differently, test differently, and have different future career paths. In order
for them to accomplish those dreams it is vital to allow children such as my daughter to be able to test
in their safe havens in order to fulfill their lifelong dreams. Thank you so very much for your time and



thank you in advance for passing HB 220.
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