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I am submitting my testimony to support House Bill 224.I’m extremely grateful that the Missouri House
is discussing human sex trafficking and exploitation. We have to address this epidemic in our country
and educate people on what this really looks like in Missouri – not what people imagine trafficking is
from a movie. However, I don’t think you can talk about human trafficking without talking about the
people who are creating the demand. Generally, it’s men. And it is men like me. I’m sharing my story
because it is time that men take accountability for their actions. Without buyers, there would be no
demand. My journey to this hearing room started back when I was 10 years old back in 1980. That’s
where I first exposed to pornography in what my friends called the Playboy Forest – a wooded area
behind my elementary school that we would ride our bikes to and look at ripped up pages of Playboy
magazine. My Mom also had two giant stacks of Playboy and Penthouse magazines on either side of
her bed. When she would go to work, my pre-teen brain would take over and spend hours looking at
that material as a way to combat the loneliness and abandonment I was experiencing as a child. What I
didn’t realize was that the images I was looking at was transforming my brain. It was programming my
views on love, sex, relationships. It taught me how to objectify women. From that first moment I was
exposed, it took hold of my heart and wouldn’t let go, impacting nearly every relationship I had in high
school. But like any addict, soon I needed stronger and stronger medication. My drug of choice was
porn. And when that didn’t satisfy me, and I had access to more time and money, I started going to
adult theaters and strip clubs. Finally, that led me to acting out by searching for women who were
selling sex.  I visited women for the better part of my first marriage that ended in divorce. And that
addiction continued into my second marriage and very nearly ruined it as well. The overwhelming
majority of the women I visited were based in Missouri. However, on February 26, 2020 I was out of the
state on a business trip. I made an arrangement to meet a woman at her hotel room to pay her for sex.
As I was getting ready to leave her hotel room, the second bedroom door opened up and a large
gentlemen walked out and showed me his cell phone. It had my wife’s contact information on the
screen and he announced that I needed to pay him more money or he was going to call my wife. About
$900 later, I got out of that room and went about my day. But on March 1, 2020, they texted me again
and asked for more money. When I refused, they called me wife. Honestly, it was the best thing that
could have ever happened to me. But it still took me six weeks to finally come clean to everything I did
first to God and then to my wife Amy on April 14, 2020. That’s how distorted my brain was. But thanks
to the forgiveness of God, and the forgiveness of Amy, I was given a chance at redemption. While
Amy’s forgiveness was key to have any chance to rebuild our marriage, it did not take away any
accountability and responsibility that I had to show Amy, and my family, that I was getting the help I
needed to recover. And that’s what I have done. April 13, 2020 was the last day I looked at pornography



and the last day I attempted to purchase sex from an exploited woman. It took a lot of work but my life
and my marriage have been redeemed and restored. That’s why I am here today. I want to make sure
that the men creating the demand for trafficked an exploited women are more motivated to turn away
from that activity. Today, I am working with ReHope in Harrisonville, MO and we are humbled for the
opportunity to serve both those being trafficked and the buyers caught up in it. We offer an 8-hour
diversion course for men arrested for solicitation called Stop Sexual Exploitation-KC. Men that take our
course learn about the dangers of buying sex and how their actions are fueling sex trafficking. We
provide education on the dangers of pornography and how that is driving their decisions to purchase
sex. We also begin to help them deal with other issues in their lives that is triggering this type of
behavior. Our goal is to provide the starting point for restorative justice for these men and help them
make better decisions moving forward. What we have experienced in our class – and through my
conversations with other buyers - is that many men who participate in this activity come from a place
of pain and loneliness, fueled by pornography. But that doesn’t take away accountability.
Accountability and responsibility in today’s culture are way too easy for people to ignore. Laws are
written in ways that often lead to punishment of the victims of trafficking and exploitation. And they
don’t offer enough consequences and deterrence for men who are purchasing sex. Men can get
arrested for solicitation, get issued a citation for misdemeanor, pay a nominal fine and move on with
their lives like nothing happened. While getting caught like that might scare men for a few weeks, it
does not offer true deterrence. By making it a felony to buy sex, we believe this will target the regular
buyers who will not want that crime on their record. We see that happening in Texas from the buyers
down there under that state’s solicitation law (which is a felony punishment). Texas has collected
anecdotal evidence in the form of online conversations amongst buyers indicating it is having some
effect as a deterrent. Buyers are concerned about how a felony conviction will affect employment
opportunities, gun ownership and voting rights.  Out of state buyers have commented they will just
remain out of state.Missouri can and should be a leader on this issue. Missouri would be the 5th state
to make first time sex buying a felony and, in addition to Texas, would be joining Delaware (signed into
law 8/29/24 regarding only minors), Oklahoma (effective November 2024), and North Carolina (effective
December 2024). Kansas is also currently discussing a similar bill. Victim restitution is absolutely
paramount to any new laws being established and I am glad that is part of this bill. We need to provide
resources to the women – and men – who are trying to escape a life of trafficking and exploitation. A
lack of money and housing is what keeps victims from being able to break free from that life. If we are
truly serious about slowing demand in Missouri, offering a way out for women needs to be the top
priority. Men creating the demand need to face accountability just as much as the traffickers do. I
believe this bill will provide deterrence for those high frequency buyers – and a chance for healing and
accountability for the broken men who are creating the demand.
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I absolutely support this bill.  Mandatory training for our state's service workers will only help shed
light on thousands of individuals being trafficked whom could other wise go unreported, as many do.  I
live in Jefferson City and serve survivors HERE as part of their after care upon exiting their trafficking
situation.  So many times have survivors said something like, "I wish someone would have noticed
something was off or different", it could have saved them future trauma and abuse and very well may
save lives.  I support strengthening the legal protections for victims/survivors and retributions paid to
them by convicted traffickers.
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I ask that the bill better define a "victim of sexual servitude" to clearly indicate that the victim has been
forced into servitude without their enthusiastic consent. Victims of sexual servitude must be clearly
distinguished from prostitutes or sex workers who exclusively engage in consensual commercial sex
acts, around which public opinion has evolved and is becoming more acceptable.I am in full support of
a committee and the appropriate fund to engage in investigating and preventing forced and non-
consensual servitude.
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There should be no statute of limitations. And it is unnecessary and counterproductive to politicize
appointments to the Council.


