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| support STEM Career Awareness
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Teja TeppalaRE: Testimony in Support of HB33 — STEM Career Awareness Activity ProgramFebruary
19, 2025.Dear Chairman and Members of the Higher Education and Workforce Development
Committee,My name is Teja Teppala, and | am a doctoral candidate in the Department of Physics and
Astronomy at the University of Missouri. | am writing to express my strong support for HB33, which
seeks to establish the STEM Career Awareness Activity Program.As an experienced science
communicator, | have witnessed the transformative power of STEM education in shaping our students'
futures and preparing them for demanding careers. However, many students face significant barriers in
pursuing STEM pathways due to unequal access to resources, lack of mentorship, and financial
constraints. As of 2021, STEM occupations constituted 24.7% of Missouri's total workforce, and HB33
provides a great opportunity to close the STEM workforce gap with other states. Research consistently
shows that early exposure to STEM significantly increases the likelihood of students pursuing these
fields in higher education. Therefore, this bill is important to equip students with problem-solving,
analytical, and technical skills, which are essential to contribute to a rapidly evolving workforce. It not
only fosters innovation but also supports the state's economic growth.Investing in STEM education
today means investing in Missouri’s future prosperity. | urge you all to advance HB33 for the benefit of
our students, our economy, and our state.Thank you for your time and consideration.Sincerely,Teja
Teppala
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I am Opposed to this New Program. These are numerous other Programs being offered to Middle
School and High School Students, by the State Department of Elementary & Secondary Education,
Workforce Development and other State Programs, in addition to programs being offered by Private
Companies and Not-For-Profit Organizations. | do not see the additional need nor benefit for yet
another program to address Math, Science and Technology.
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Would this be extracurricular or academic?If academic would it be required or elective?If required how
much class time would be required to be dedicated to this effort?



