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We strongly support this bill. The St. Louis City Mayor has continually delayed and manipulated the
crime statistics to present a better picture of what is really happening. Crime is not down in St. Louis
City. When you don't report certain crimes or when you consolidate criminal activities such as car
break-ins at a baseball game, you are lying to the people. We need this bill to give clarification of the
crime statistics and give a clearer picture of the crime situation. We also need to give the state Public
Safety Director the ability to audit any municipality.
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Dear Chair Meyers and Members of the House Crime and Public Safety Committee: I write to you in
support of legislation before the Crime and Public Safety Committee that seeks to improve clearance
rates, namely HB 591. This bill includes language that addresses the important issue of improving
clearance rates so that crimes in Missouri can be solved, and closure and justice can be restored to
victims and their families. Although violent crime across the nation is going down, almost half of
homicides and violent crimes go unsolved every year. In fact, between 2019 and 2022, murder
clearance rates fell from 61% in 2019 to 53%, marking an all-time low.  And for all violent crimes, the
clearance rate went from almost 46% in 2019 to 36.7% in 2022, a decline that has impacted rural and
urban communities alike.  And Missouri is no outlier to this troubling trend. In 2023, 38% percent of
violent crimes reported to police in Missouri were solved.  Law enforcement officers need more tools
and resources to help them solve crimes so that public safety can be promoted, and victims’ families
can gain closure. HB 591 promotes policies that will help detectives solve crimes and increase
clearance rates. This bill would help law enforcement in Missouri solve homicides and violent crimes
more effectively by setting up a grant program focused on law enforcement and evidence technician
hiring, training, and retention; upgrading evidence-processing technology and equipment; developing
best practices on improving clearance rates; and expanding services to victims of violent crimes. The
bill also ensures that the taxpayer dollar is spent wisely by requiring grant recipients to report data
related to clearance rates. Improving clearance rates is essential to building and protecting public
safety. In fact, solving crimes is one of the most reliable policies to improve public safety. Researchers
have found that it is the certainty of being caught, not the length of the punishment, that deters crime.
So the policies of HB 591 would increase the likelihood of catching criminals and will in turn prevent
future crime and keep Missouri safe.This is not a political issue, but a common sense one. Crimes
must be solved, victims must see justice, and our criminal justice system must be held to account as
measured by public safety. HB 591 accomplishes these goals. Right On Crime supports this
Committee’s consideration of this legislation and urges bipartisan support for its passage. Thank you
for your time and consideration. Sincerely, Rachel WrightNational Policy DirectorRight On Crime
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