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I am submitting testimony on behalf of the Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers and the Missouri
Hospital Association. Not just manufacturers are subject to class action claims. Our hospitals have
been subject to class action litigation brought by law firms from out of state soliciting clients in
Missouri to file lawsuits based on virtually identical allegations for suits filed throughout the U.S.
These suits are very expensive to defend even when the claimed individual damages are nominal.
Requiring the court to make findings of fact and conclusions of law is reasonable and is done at the
request of the parties in individual lawsuits. Permitting an interlocutory appeal of a class certification
order is more efficient and avoids the expenditure of legal fees and expenses until the conclusion of
the case to seek an appeal. The required appointment of class counsel provides for greater
transparency regarding the qualifications of counsel, claimed attorney's fees, and the role of class
counsel. There should not be a presumption to certify a class. Instead the party seeking class
certification should prove all elements of class certification as a plaintiff must prove all the elements in
an individually filed lawsuit. Senate Bill 47 strikes a reasonable balance, from a public policy
standpoint, by imposing consistent standards for class certification in Missouri as compared to what
the federal courts use nationwide. Missouri businesses and other defendants are at a disadvantage to
businesses from other states if Senate Bill 47 is not adopted. Senate Bill 47 rightly seeks to make
Missouri Rule 52.08 consistent with the current federal rule.
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This Bill need additional Vetting, Debate and Discussion. I want to ensure that all Protections of "Class-
Action Lawsuits" are being given to the Missourian Residents and not other Special-Interests.
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I urge you to oppose SB47 (Trent), which amends Supreme Court Rule 52.08 relating to class actions.
The bill creates unnecessary barriers for everyday citizens, harm vulnerable populations, and erode
the effectiveness of class actions, a critical tool for holding powerful entities accountable.The bill
imposes a "rigorous analysis" standard for class certification, shifting the burden entirely onto
plaintiffs. This makes it excessively difficult for individuals, especially in cases involving consumer
fraud or environmental harm, to pursue claims against well-funded corporations. The requirement for
specific findings and conclusions will also prolong litigation, delaying justice for urgent issues like
defective medical devices or predatory lending.The bill repeals the current requirement for court
approval and notice to class members before dismissing or settling cases. This risks sidelining class
members, particularly in wage theft or discrimination cases, where workers may lose fair
compensation. Allowing notice by electronic means may exclude elderly or low-income individuals
who lack internet access.The bill also mandates appellate review of certification decisions, enabling
defendants to exploit delays and increase costs. This disproportionately harms plaintiffs, especially in
cases against pharmaceutical or pesticide companies. Additionally, the focus on appointing "interim
counsel" favors well-funded firms, sidelining smaller or public interest attorneys who serve
marginalized communities.While the bill claims to ensure "fair, reasonable, and adequate" settlements,
they lack meaningful oversight. Class members may be bound by inadequate settlements without a
new opportunity to opt out, and objections face unnecessary hurdles, undermining the democratic
nature of class actions.The bill prioritizes corporate interests over ordinary citizens, weakening
accountability and fairness. I urge you to reject SB47 to protect the integrity of our legal system and
preserve class actions as a vital tool for justice.


