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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE JOINT
RESOLUTION NO. 153

103RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE CHAPPELL.

6215H.011 JOSEPH ENGLER, Chief Clerk

JOINT RESOLUTION

Submitting to the qualified voters of Missouri an amendment repealing Sections 16, 19, 25(a),
25(b), 25(c)(1), 25(c)(2), 25(d), 25(e), 25(f), and 25(g) of Article V of the Constitution
of Missouri, and adopting three new sections in lieu thereof relating to judges.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring therein:

That at the next general election to be held in the state of Missouri, on Tuesday next
following the first Monday in November, 2026, or at a special election to be called by the
governor for that purpose, there is hereby submitted to the qualified voters of this state, for
adoption or rejection, the following amendment to Article V of the Constitution of the state of
Missouri:

Section A. Sections 16, 19, 25(a), 25(b), 25(c)(1), 25(c)(2), 25(d), 25(e), 25(f), and 25
(g), Article V, Constitution of Missouri, are repealed and three new sections adopted in lieu
thereof, to be known as Sections 16, 19, and 25(a), to read as follows:

Section 16. Each county shall have such number of associate circuit judges as
provided by law. There shall be at least one resident associate circuit judge in each county.
Associate circuit judges shall be [selected-orelected-ineachcounty—In-those-eirenits-where

elected—in—the| appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
senate for each county in which they are to serve.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is
intended to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.
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Section 19. 1. Judges of the supreme court [and], of the court of appeals, and of the
circuit courts and associate circuit judges shall be [seleeted] appointed for terms of

[ewelve—yrearsadges-of-the wit-courtsfor-terms—e

for-terms—of four| seven years.
2. Each judge of the supreme court, of the court of appeals, or of the circuit

court and each associate circuit judge in office as of, or with a term starting on, January
1, 2027, shall hold office for the remainder of his or her term after which the office shall
be vacated subject to appointment under this article.

Section 25(a). Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of judge of any of the
following courts of this state, to wit: The supreme court, the court of appeals, or in the office
of circuit or associate circuit judge [within—the—etty—ofSt—louis—andJackson—-eounty|, the
governor, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, shall fill such vacancy by
appointing [ere-ef-three-persons]| a person possessing the qualifications for such office[;whe
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Section B. Pursuant to chapter 116, and other applicable constitutional provisions and
laws of this state allowing the general assembly to adopt ballot language for the submission of
this joint resolution to the voters of this state, the official summary statement of this
resolution shall be as follows:

"Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to provide for appointment by the
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Missouri Senate, of judges of the supreme court,
of the court of appeals, and of the circuit courts, and associate circuit judges, and to modify
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the length of the term of office of such judges to seven years?".
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