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AN ACT
To repeal section 537.350, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to 

damages for throwing down fences.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 537.350, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu 
2 thereof, to be known as section 537.350, to read as follows:

537.350. If any person shall voluntarily throw down or open any doors, bars, gates or 
2 fences, and leave the same open or down, other than those that lead into his own enclosure, or 
3 shall voluntarily throw down, open or remove any partition fence, without giving six months' 
4 written notice to the person owning the adjoining fields, if they are cultivated lands, he or she
5 shall pay to the party injured the sum of [five] one hundred dollars, and double the amount of 
6 damages he or she shall sustain by reason of such doors, bars, gates and fences having been 
7 thrown down or opened, with costs[; provided, that this section shall not be construed to apply 
8 to fences erected across any watercourse in this state which carries sufficient water to move 
9 logs for lumbering purposes, of ten inches or more in diameter, and railroad crossties and 

10 piling; provided further, that any corporation, company or individual driving such logs, 
11 crossties or piling, or having placed the same in any such stream with the intent to drive or 
12 float the same, shall be liable for the actual damages which may result therefrom to any owner 
13 of land bordering on any such stream; but this section shall not be construed to include a 
14 fence erected across any such stream and not enclosing a farm or plantation, nor where, in any 
15 case, it is apparent that such fence was erected across such stream for the mere purpose of 
16 hindering the free passage of such logs, crossties or piling, or for the purpose of extorting 
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17 money from the corporation, company or individual engaged in driving such logs, crossties or 
18 piling].
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