
HCS HB 2682 -- PERSONAL EXPRESSION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS (Chappell)

COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN:  Standing Committee on General Laws

This bill renames the "Missouri Student Religious Liberties Act" 
to the "Missouri Safeguarding Personal Expression at K-12 Schools 
(SPEAKS) Act".  The Act adds political and ideological expression 
to the current protections for public school students' religious 
expression.

The bill additionally prohibits discrimination against student 
clubs on the basis of their religious, political, or ideological 
viewpoints or any requirement that the members of the club adhere 
to the club's sincerely held beliefs, comply with the club's 
conduct standards, or further the club's mission, as such mission 
is defined by the club.

This bill must not be construed to limit school districts' 
ability to restrict speech that is not protected by the First 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States; speech that 
is so offensive that a student is effectively denied equal access 
to educational opportunities; or conduct that intentionally, 
materially, and substantially disrupts school operations or the 
expressive activity of another individual in a campus space 
exclusively reserved for such activity.

Any person or student organization harmed by a violation of this 
Act will have a private cause of action against the school, as 
specified in the Act.  Any person or student organization 
aggrieved by a violation of this Act may assert such violation as 
a defense or counterclaim in any disciplinary action or in any 
civil or administrative proceeding.  The State waives immunity 
under Federal law and consents to be sued in Federal court for 
claims arising under this Act.

This bill is similar to SB 909 (2026). 


