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We feel that Missouri's vehicle inspection law does not or has not worked in making for safer vehicles.
We want to thank the Representative for recognizing the burden that this causes constituents and
support these efforts to reform these regulations.
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Retired Union Master Tech and know of many reputable shops that still do Inspections as a loss to
shop time/revenue. Many if not most of the shops will inspect your vehicle when you stop in for normal
service, oil change, tires, tune up?? | also know of several 'Bad Apples' out there preying on the
public. Normally you have to drop vehicle off after getting appt. You wait anxiously to get a call saying
it passed or failed. Passing -- no problem.. Failed then you get a quote/bid for repair. Your kinda locked
in at that time on repair due to time constraints around needing vehicle for work or whatever. It's
difficult getting second opinion as is recommended. Many times your looking at additional cost and
time spent wanting to get verification recommended repair.

Many other States have dropped this program and the hazard rate of defective/broken/failed vehicles is
minimum within 5-10%.
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My name is James Copeland, | am the owner of Midwest Autoworx Inc. in Columbia MO, | am opposed
to any bill that weakens, degrades or removes motor vehicle state inspections in MO. | have been in the
auto repair business for over 40 years and have seen the degradation to the MO Motor Vehicle
Inspection Program, | have to admit that | am not a fan of big government, but | do think that safety of
the motorist, especially the unsuspecting motorist that maintains their own cars regularly, is at risk by
many individuals that do not care or do not understand the danger in driving a vehicle that they could
lose control of at high speeds! We inspect over a hundred cars a month and some of these vehicles
should not have been driven to our inspection station! The government believes in making it a law to
wear seat belts for the protection of the individuals in the car, a law on using phones when driving,

and a law for obtaining a license for you vehicle which is a state inspection to make sure your vehicle
is safe to drive. These were all put in place to save lives and do! The inspection program is self funded
and the cost is cheap at $12, that is a bargain for customers, and the program should continue with out
anymore degradation!
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| own two automotive shops: MC Fleets, 1005 N Fairview Rd, Columbia, MO 65203 and Automotive
Specialist, 1201 Old 63 N, Columbia, MO 65201. | OPPOSE this bill and/or any bill that would repeal,
change or weaken the Missouri State Vehicle Safety Inspection Program. | understood when we went
to not requiring them for vehicles that are Up to 10 Years old or less than 150,000 but we are pushing
that.

The data | have seen shows that states WITH Safety Inspection Programs shows HALF of fatality due
to mechanical failure compared to states that do not require vehicle safety inspections. People do not
go under their vehicles to take the time to inspect them. The older the vehicle, more things can fail.
Without any inspections | am VERY concerned that fatalities will go up in Missouri. Emissions and
Missouri State Safety Inspections are two SEPERATE inspections but are tied together. | am worried
about safety and fatalities before | am worried about Emissions. Thank you for your time and
consideration
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January 13, 2026

Re: Opposition to HB1692, HB1695, HB 1938, HB 1983, HB 2036, HB 2662 and HB2743 —
REPEAL AND/ OR CHANGES TO THE MISSOURI STATE MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY INSPECTION
PROGRAM

Dear Honorable Representatives,

The Midwest Auto Care Alliance (MWACA) and its 530 plus Automotive Service and Repair business
members are opposed to any legislation that would repeal, change or weaken the Missouri State
Vehicle Safety Program.

The effectiveness of the program is well documented. The data confirms that states with Safety
Inspection Programs show that the fatality due to mechanical failure is half compared to the states that
do not require vehicle safety inspections.

Currently, safety inspections are not required for registration of a motor vehicle having less than
150,000 miles for the 10-year period following the model year of manufacture.

Did you know that 51 percent of Missouri’s fleet is 10 years old or older?

The average failure for a vehicle safety defect is 18 percent. This number increases with the age of
vehicles. Vehicles 11-15 years old = 20.8 percent defective rate, vehicles age 16-20 = 25.4 percent
defective rate.

The Missouri State Safety Inspection Program and GVIP Federally Mandated Emission Inspections are
two separate inspections that are tied together.

Another element of the program includes the School Bus Safety Inspections that will not be funded
without the Safety Inspection Program.

St. Louis, St. Charles, and Franklin Counties will STILL BE REQUIRED to obtain an Emissions
Inspection.

Here are a couple things we have heard about the program from legislators in the past:
¢ It’s inconvenient. We do many things every day that are inconvenient. Once every two years is hardly
inconvenient. Saving lives has now become inconvenient?

* People always get things repaired when there is a problem. They take care of what is needed. If you



watch while you are driving you will see vehicles with headlights, taillights and brake lights burned out
on a consistent basis. This is a simple and obvious failure that goes unrepaired. How can you expect
drivers to find serious defects under their car? If they did do what they are responsible for we wouldn’t
need laws for mandatory car insurance and mandatory seatbelt laws to name a few.

¢ Inspections don’t make any difference in accidents. The MSHP report, The Carnegie Mellon University
report and the 2017 University of Texas Study say different!

— Missouri State Highway Patrol Safety Inspection Study (Fatal Crash Analysis) is from 2010 the last
page (15). Nationwide fatalities due to mechanical failure are 1 out of every 65.9 in states with no safety
inspections. In Missouri it is 1 out of 130. That’s almost twice as many in states with no inspections.

* From Carnegie Mellon University (2015).

— 1-2 fewer safety related fatalities per billion VMT in a state with versus without a safety inspection
program. Based on this paper’s model results, they find Pennsylvania benefits from between 127 and
187 fewer fatalities each year, as a result of the vehicle safety inspection program. Applying the value
of a statistical life to these fatality avoidance’s, this benefit of lives saved is then compared to user
costs of the inspection program. The authors of the Cambridge paper conclude that in every case, the
benefits outweigh the calculated program costs by at least $100M, making the program worthwhile to
continue to implement. Future work should include an in-depth analysis of current inspection program
costs, including costs to both the user and the state, versus the program’s benefits in reducing
fatalities.

* 2017 University of Texas Study that was requested by the Texas Legislation. The findings from this
study’s analysis indicate that the Inspection Program saves lives and enhances safety. The CTR team
strongly recommends the following:

— Retain the Inspection Program.

— Conduct a further study to consider whether potential additional inspection items, such as tire age
and recall information, should be included in the Inspection Program to further enhance highway
safety in Texas.

« Cars are so advanced today we don’t need safety inspections. This is true from the collision aspect of
newer vehicles but does not do anything for safety items such as steering and suspension, brakes and
exhaust just to mention a few items.

* When | get my oil changed, they inspect my car. The inspection you receive from getting an oil
change is not even in the same ballpark. Missouri’s Safety Inspection is one of the most
comprehensive in the industry, not a quick 30-point glance to see what you can find.

* There were 15 deaths (2018) due to mechanical failure with Biannual Safety Inspection program.
What will it be without?

Here’s what you are not hearing:

* School Bus Safety Inspections: (increased safety risk for children) If the Safety Inspection Program
fades away so will the funding to perform the school bus inspections. How will these mandated
inspections be funded? Put the burden on the school districts? It would also eliminate any
administrative penalties (i.e. suspensions, revocations) for official “school bus inspection” stations for
failing to conduct a proper school bus inspection that is required to be conducted by an “official
inspection station” 60 days prior to the beginning of a school year. (307.375 RSMo)

» States without safety inspections have twice as many fatalities due to mechanical failure than
Missouri does. This data does not include accidents that occurred with no injuries.

* Two million dollars of road funding will be lost. Two million of the 30 million collected from the
program goes to the road fund. Is this wise with a crumbling infrastructure we keep hearing about?

» State Highway Patrol troopers will be pulled off the roads to do trailer ID/OD and school bus
inspections. Fewer Troopers on the road patrolling.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or if you would like copies of the 3 studies.
Respectfully,

Ron Reiling
MWACA Lobbyist
ron@mwaca.org



314-602-075
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Opposition to HB 1983

| oppose HB 1983 because it dramatically weakens fundamental vehicle safety standards by expanding
inspection exemptions to nearly all cars made in the 21st century. Under this bill, a 2000 model year
vehicle—now more than 25 years old—could avoid safety inspection entirely, despite the fact that older
vehicles are statistically more likely to have critical defects. This is not public safety policy; it is a
rollback of basic safeguards that protect every driver, passenger, and pedestrian on Missouri roads.
Safety inspections exist to catch dangerous conditions before they injure someone. Expanding
exemptions based on model year alone ignores the real risks posed by aging, high-mileage vehicles
that have never been tested. Rather than undermining inspections, we should reform the system to
focus on outcomes and performance, not arbitrary age cutoffs. For these reasons, | urge the committee
to oppose HB 1983.
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While Missouri Insurance Coalition is not testifying in opposition to the bill, there is a concern that
without some type of vehicle inspection process, more unsafe vehicles will be allowed to operate on
the road.
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