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I support the intent and substance of both HB 2115 and HB 1876.

These bills advance the same important goal: ensuring that Missouri students are taught cursive
writing. Whether this policy moves forward under HB 2115 or HB 1876, the outcome for students is
what matters.

Cursive is more than a nostalgic skill. It supports fine motor development, reading fluency, and
cognitive processing. It also ensures that students can read historical documents, personal
correspondence, and handwritten materials that remain part of daily life. Removing this skill from
education leaves students less prepared, not more.

I encourage the committee to advance whichever vehicle—HB 2115 or HB 1876—is most likely to move
successfully through the legislative process. What matters is that at least one of these bills becomes
law so that cursive instruction remains part of a well-rounded education for Missouri’s children.

Thank you for your consideration.
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As a current public high school student, I highly value the ability to write in cursive. I went to a private
elementary school, every second grader learned cursive. This skill is crucial to be able to read the
constitution, or even just sign a check. I believe this skill should be provided to all students in the
state.
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While the intent of HB 2115 may appear benign, this bill imposes a new state mandate on already
overburdened classrooms without addressing Missouri’s far more pressing educational needs.

Requiring mandatory cursive instruction and a proficiency test adds instructional time, assessment
pressure, and potential compliance liability for districts at a moment when many schools are struggling
with literacy gaps, staffing shortages, special education compliance, and student safety concerns.

This bill substitutes legislative preference for professional educational judgment and shifts focus away
from outcomes that materially affect student readiness, such as reading proficiency, numeracy, and
critical thinking.

If the General Assembly wishes to strengthen education, it should prioritize stricter standards for
classroom safety, educator qualifications, and instructional support—not impose additional unfunded
mandates that distract from core learning goals and increase administrative burden with minimal
demonstrated benefit to students.


