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Written
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2/17/2026 7:02 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This bill is likely an improvement over existing law.

However, I do have two underlying issues with this bill.

First, the biggest, the death penalty is so serious I would suggest that income status should not be a
factor in appointment of council at all.

Second, a person can latter become indigent and I do think the court should have the explicit ability to
modify this finding at a later time after it enters it order after conviction.

Third, I'm concerned the good cause shown component of this bill could be abused to appoint
underqualified council in such serious cases.

Fourth, and finally, three years of post conviction experience is likely not enough for death penalty
cases simply because they are so serious.
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Written
ATTENDANCE:
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SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Legislative Notice:
The General Assembly is placed on notice that capital postconviction representation standards must
be uniformly funded, administered, and documented to withstand federal review under 28 U.S.C. §§
2261–2265. Partial compliance or inadequate funding may negate any intended federal habeas
advantages and increase litigation exposure. Appropriations and administrative safeguards should
accompany enactment.
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