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We support HB2563 because it streamlines the process of keeping Missouri’s administrative rules
accurate and current. Too often, confusing or outdated information in official regulations creates
difficulties for citizens, businesses, and government agencies trying to comply with state law. By
allowing the Secretary of State to make non-substantive, technical corrections—such as updating
agency names or contact information—this bill improves transparency, clarity, and efficiency. It
ensures that the public can trust they are accessing correct and timely information, while also saving
resources otherwise spent on navigating confusing or obsolete administrative rules. This practical
improvement benefits everyone.
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HB 2563 expands unilateral executive editing authority over binding regulatory text by authorizing the
Secretary of State to make “nonsubstantive changes” and to correct “intersectional references” in the
Code of State Regulations and in the publication of proposed and final rules. These terms are not
defined and provide no enforceable standard to ensure that edits cannot alter legal meaning, scope, or
compliance obligations.

This structure creates foreseeable constitutional and administrative-law defects. Regulated
Missourians are entitled to fair notice of what the law requires. When “corrections” are permitted
without a clear statutory limitation, without a mandatory public redline, and without an errata process
that preserves the original promulgated text, the State invites due process challenges and inconsistent
enforcement based on competing versions of the “same” rule.

If the General Assembly intends only ministerial updates (agency name, address, contact information),
HB 2563 should be narrowed to that objective. As drafted, the bill’s undefined authority to modify
“intersectional references” creates avoidable litigation risk and undermines the integrity of the
administrative record relied upon for notice, compliance, and judicial review.

For these reasons, I urge the committee to oppose HB 2563

The General Assembly is placed on formal notice that HB 2563, by granting undefined authority to alter
codified regulatory text and rule publications under labels such as “nonsubstantive” and
“intersectional references,” foreseeably creates due-process and separation-of-powers litigation risk if
any correction changes meaning, scope, applicability, obligations, exemptions, deadlines, or
enforcement consequences, or if corrected compilations diverge from the text actually promulgated
through required APA procedures.


