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| oppose HB 2699.

This bill does not meaningfully improve public safety. Instead, it expands criminal liability using vague,
subjective language that invites abuse and selective enforcement. Terms like conduct “reasonably
calculated to harass or alarm” are not objective standards — they are permission slips for those in
power to decide which speech they dislike.

HB 2699 elevates judges and prosecutors to a protected class while offering no equivalent safeguards
for the public’s constitutional right to criticize, document, protest, or expose misconduct. That
imbalance should concern anyone who values accountability over comfort.

Missouri already has laws addressing true threats, stalking, and violence. When lawmakers choose to
broaden criminal statutes rather than enforce existing law, it signals not a safety gap — but an
intolerance for scrutiny.

This bill risks criminalizing dissent, chilling journalism, and discouraging civic oversight at a time
when transparency is already fragile. A justice system that cannot tolerate criticism does not become
stronger — it becomes less trustworthy.

For these reasons, HB 2699 should be rejected.



