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We have opthalmologists for these exact procedures who are qualified medical experts, we don't need
optometrists who are not trained for this. 32 clinical hours is ridiculous for a certificate of this
magnitude. As a former phlebotomist I had to have 40hrs of clinical hours plus another 80 for in class
training. This is woefully inadequate for training and requirements. This is the government interfering
in healthcare and the medical field when they are unqualified to do so.
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Dear Committee members,

Good morning and thank you for having us today. My name is Christine Ryu, and I would like to
express my personal views on HB 2897.

I am the oculoplastics fellow in St. Louis. I am an ophthalmologist who has completed 4 years of
medical school and 4 years of surgical ophthalmology residency. I am board certified and able to
practice independently. However, I have chosen to undergo 2 additional years of surgical training in
oculoplastics, or ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive surgery, which treats the eyelids, orbit (eye
socket), and the lacrimal (tear) system.

Residency and fellowship training stresses graduated autonomy and direct supervision. Gradually
over the years of training, I was taught to perform surgery, including the laser surgeries listed in HB
2897. At first we observe the senior ophthalmologists perform hundreds of surgeries. Then we are
gradually allowed to perform small portions of the surgery, under the supervision of the senior
ophthalmologist, so that they can provide real time feedback or take over the procedure if needed. We
all make mistakes, especially as we are learning, and this direct, one-on-one supervision is critical for
effective learning and the safety of our patients. There is no replacement for this type of training.

Let’s talk about the hours of training. If we make a very conservative estimate of 65 hours per week of
work (but often at least 80 hour work weeks with calls), and 50 weeks of work, then that is 3250 hours
per year. About half of that time is spent in the operating room. Currently in fellowship, I work even
longer hours and am on call 24/7, 365 days a year, for 2 years straight. I handle any and all urgent and
emergent issues pertaining to the eyelids, eye socket, and tear system at Barnes Jewish Hospital,
Mercy Hospital, the Veterans Affairs Hospital, and a busy private practice. I have performed over 2000
surgeries in the last 20 months. It is this intense surgical training that allows me to feel more
comfortable in this area of the human body.

Our colleagues in comprehensive ophthalmology, general plastic surgery, facial plastic surgery, and
dermatologic surgery are also physicians with extensive surgical training who are qualified and
competent to perform biopsies and excisions of eyelid lesions. Despite this, eyelid lesions and
concerns are typically referred to oculoplastics providers. I think this speaks to how delicate and
unique the form and function of our eyelids are.

“The removal and biopsy of skin lesions without known malignancy” – Does this mean a lesion can be



removed as long as that specific lesion has no known malignancy? No one can know with certainty if a
lesion is or is not malignant until the pathologist reveals the diagnosis. Or does it mean if a patient has
ever had any malignancy? “Skin lesion” – does this mean the epithelium must be involved? But what
about lesions that lie just beneath the skin? What if it’s “just” a cyst that is visible through the skin?
And what if that turns out to be a deeper lesion whether it be vascular or metastatic cancer? If there is
an unexpected amount of bleeding depending on the patient’s blood thinners, hematologic conditions,
or anatomy, surgical tools may be necessary to stop the bleeding.

“The incision and curettage of a chalazion” – these are commonly called styes. This procedure
involves injecting the eyelid with a needle to numb the area. A clamp is placed over the eyelid to flip it
over, and a scalpel is used to cut the eyelid open. A specific type of skin cancer, sebaceous cell
carcinoma, is well known to masquerade as a stye, and delayed diagnosis can lead to loss of the eye
or metastatic cancer.

These proposed additions are sometimes minimized as “in office procedures” or “minor surgeries,”
but I would like to make this clear: surgery is surgery. Whether with a laser or blade, these surgeries
carry risk, especially if not performed by a surgeon with adequate training. Ophthalmologists are not
perfect of course, and we all have complications, even with our years of rigorous surgical training. I do
not think it is safe to have our patients receive surgery from non-surgeons who have not had the same
standard of surgical training. Thank you.
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