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These children need a voice. Please consider these bills.
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As a superintendent of schools, | believe that the hold harmless provision for teachers will support
teachers in doing their job in the event of an incident of a student altercation or student on teacher
violence incident. The legislation can be enhanced by adding that school districts should have the
ability to determine and act on any gross negligence by the teacher if the incident warrants that action.
It should not deem them fully immune.
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Chair and members of the committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on House Bill 2913.

This bill appropriately recognizes that when a teacher acts reasonably and in good faith to protect a
student or students, that action should not become a legal risk.

| support the intent of this bill and offer a few suggestions to strengthen it while maintaining that goal.

First, clearer alignment with federal special education and restraint documentation requirements would
be helpful. Schools must continue to meet those obligations after an incident, and clarifying that in
statute would reduce confusion for families and staff and prevent disputes about whether protections

apply.

Second, to ensure consistency and fairness for all Missouri students, the same requirements and
protections should apply to private and parochial schools. Expectations for student safety should not
depend on the type of school a child attends.

Third, as with many bills in early discussion, the current language contains phrases that need clearer
definition. For example, “safeguard”, “good faith”, and “incident involving violence” are just a few.

HB 2913 is a positive start in achieving the bill’s overall intent. These clarifications will provide staff
with confidence while maintaining clarity for families and students.

Thank you for your consideration.
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As a mom of a child who was considered a "behavioral issue,” | 100% oppose this bill. In my
experience it gives the district and it's employees too much leniency to not be held accountable for the
physical and psychological harm that some employees do to kids with challenges. In fact, the penalties
for districts not following the current laws, should be stiffer. Schools investigating themselves is a
joke.
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Oh lawmakers bold with your pens in a row,
You’re writing immunity — neat little bow.

But listen up kindly, before you all vote,
There’s a few legal gremlins you ought to note.

You say, “Teachers are safe! Let them jump in the fray!”
But federal courts may not see it that way.

For Section One-Nine-Eight-Three doesn’t just vanish —
State shields can’t make federal lawsuits go banish.

You wrote “intervene” — but what does that mean?
A shove? A restraint? Something barely seen?

If words are too foggy and standards too wide,
A vagueness challenge may hitch up a ride.

And districts can’t block what a teacher might do?
Well IDEA and due process still apply too.

You can’t simply scribble “immune from the fuss”
And sidestep the Constitution because...

When force meets a student, courts look with care.
“Good faith” alone won’t get you there.

Gross negligence carved as a tiny exception
Won'’t stop every federal inspection.

So here is the note for the journal and floor:
This bill may invite more suits, not fewer, for sure.

For state-made immunity, shiny and bright,
Cannot outrun federal rights.



You may pass it with flourish, with speeches that cheer —
But litigation season could follow next year.

The General Assembly is placed on formal notice that House Bill 2913 creates a statutory immunity
framework that intersects directly with existing Missouri sovereign immunity doctrine (Chapter 537,
RSMo), federal civil rights liability under 42 U.S.C. § 1983, and constitutional due process protections.
While the bill purports to grant immunity for teachers intervening in violent incidents, the following
foreseeable legal conflicts are evident:

Federal Civil Rights Exposure — State statutory immunity cannot preempt or nullify liability under
federal law. Claims alleging excessive force, deprivation of constitutional rights, or discrimination
remain actionable under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 notwithstanding any state “held harmless” language. A
statutory declaration of immunity does not bind federal courts.

Vagueness and Standard Ambiguity — The phrase “intervene in an incident involving violence” is
undefined and potentially overbroad. Without clear parameters, the statute risks inconsistent
application and constitutional vagueness challenges, particularly where physical restraint or force is
involved.

Conflict with Existing Use-of-Force and Student Discipline Frameworks — The bill’s subsection
prohibiting districts from implementing policies that “prevent a teacher from protecting himself or
herself or a student” may conflict with established restraint, seclusion, and discipline regulations, as
well as federal disability protections under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Expansion of Institutional Inmunity — Subsection 3 attempts to extend immunity to districts for teacher
actions so long as the teacher “complies with the provisions of this section.” This language may create
ambiguity regarding negligent training, supervision, or policy failures — areas traditionally subject to
litigation analysis independent of employee immunity.

The record should reflect that state-level immunity provisions cannot displace federal constitutional
standards, and enactment may generate litigation testing the scope and enforceability of the statute.
The foreseeability of federal preemption and civil rights challenge is evident on the face of the bill.



